BOOK 18: MANDATORY FAILURE 


(MAXIM 70, FROM SEVENTY MAXIMS OF MAXIMALLY 
EFFECTIVE MERCENARIES, READS AS FOLLOWS: 


Maxim 70: Failure is not an option. 
It is mandatory. 


The option is whether or not to let 
failure be the last thing you do. 


“Failure is not an option. 
It is mandatory. The option is 
whether or not to let failure be 

the last thing you do.” 


LIKE THE OTHER SIXTY-NINE MAXIMS, REGARDLE: 
OF ANY WIS! 
MAXIM 


=®RECLUDE THE OPTION 


TO 60 ONTO DO OTHER THINGS, 


RADIATION CAN COOK THE 
DATA OUT OF BARE SKIN. 


‘SIXTEEN MONTHS AGO CORPSES LIKE THESE WOULD HAVE 
PRESENTED RESPONDERS WITH A COLD, GRISLY CLEANUP TASK. 


HOM, EXACTLY? 
THEYRE CORPSICLES. 


TODAY, HOWEVER, IT'S A COLD, GRISLY RESCUE OPERATION, 


Hl AG04RD THE CONSTRUCTION VESSEL GRUULT'S LEGACY. 


STATUS, 
ooctor: 


RED-REO LIFE EXTENSION 
TECH IS AMAZING, SIR. 


THis BONE-COLD, 
SUEFOCATED UUPLECHAN | / THE MANUAL SAYS SHE'LL LIKELY TF YOU'RE UNCOMFORTABLE 

ENGINEER IS ALIVE. SHE'LL BE || ( AWAKEN AS THE PERSON SHE WAS WATCHING YOUR DOCTOR LEARN, 
AWAKE IN ABOUT AN HOUR. YESTERDAY, ONLY HUNGRIER A STAY OUT OF HER PRACTICE 


HOW MANY CASUALTIES 1 count sixty THOUSAND BF you Neco TO TWaT’S FOUR 
CAN YOU PROCESS BODIES OUT THERE, GET BETTER THAN ‘MORE, CAPTAIN. 


uf 


O00 AT THIS 
MAYBE SIX OR SEVEN. 


REQUEST, BUT WE COULD REALLY USE AN EXTRA FORGOTTEN HOW 
‘ARMSWORTH'S OF MEDTECHS AROUND HERE. IRANY ARMS YOU HAVE. 


< Rp ly 
; iB 
X Becca) 
: yj 
a, a 
‘ONCE 1 GET 5) THIS MIGHT GE A BAD TIME TO RENSIT MY 1 HAVE Nor 


g] JUMPSTAR PRIME, THE FASTEST-GROWING 
FIFTEEN-MONTH-OLD CITY IN THE GALAXY. ‘AMONG THOSE MERCENARIES, ‘The two-ring says your 
b upper left arm isn't 
qualified to Fire 
@ Weapon, 


wa IS CORPORAL PERT GUGRO. 


MAYBE IT SHOULD SAY 
THAT TO MY LEFT ARM'S FACE. 


‘THE OFFICE OF DOCTOR EDWARD "BUNNI” BUNNIGUS.. REALLY? BECAUSE I 
WASN'T SHOT IN THE 


HEAD. I WeS SHOT 
(20C, 11's BEEN six THAT PROBLEM IS IN YOUR 

MONTHS, AND I STILL HEAD, CORPORAL, INTHE CHES 
CAN'T SHOOT STRAIGHT 

WITH MY LEFT ARM 


AND MY BRAIN SAYS IT'S \ 
ONLY BEEN FIVE RONTHS 


CORPORAL, I REBUILD DEAD PEOPLE. Imost ‘So, maybe your arm Chinks it came 
TRUST ME, T HAVE SEEN PROBLEMS wee aes back From the dead, and you 


making the ‘Tm 


LIKE YOURS BEFORE. need to treat it like a 


SERGEANT, WHAT HAVE WE SAID 
ABOUT YOU AND THE PRACTICE 
OF PSYCHOLOGY? 


Don't practice 
‘on real people? 


NEEKA REPAIRED YOUR CHEST WOUNDS RIGHT COWN 
TO THE MUSCLE FIBERS. THEY'RE NOT THE SAME AS 
THEY WERE, AND THEY NEVER WILL BE. 


YOU GREW AN ENTIRELY NEW 
BODY FOR CAPTAIN TAGON, AND 
HE DION'T HAVE THESE PROBLEMS. 


CAPTAIN TAGON 

ONLY HAS TWO ARMS, 
‘AND HIS BRAIN DOESN'T 
HAVE QUADRIDEXTROUS 
MOTOR CONTROL LOBES, 


THOSE LOBES? YOU'RE LETTING GUADRIDEXTROUS 
CROSSTALK MEMORIES OO THE AIMING FOR AN ARIK 
WHOSE STABILIZATION MUSCULATURE HAS CHANGED, 


YOU HAVE TO RETHINK 
THE WAY YOU USE 
YOUR ARIS, AND 

YOU NEED TO TREAT 
THAT ARM LIKE: 


Do something 
rice For 


‘CORPORAL GUGRO, THERE IS A 
PERSONAL MESSAGE IN YOUR 
HANDBRAIN’S QUEUE. 


BY sort. TL Ger to i. 


MnY HANDBRAIN IS 
SET TO ‘DO NOT 
oisTure." 


VINTOLD IT NCAT 


BE 6007 IF YOU WERE 
‘TO. GET TO IT NOW. 


LNMUSING WHISPER TURBINES 
INSTEAD OF MY WINGS. MANY PEOPLE FINT 
‘TWAT LESS DISTURBING. 


SOPH, IF 1’ BEING ORDERED 
TO CHECK MY MESSAGES, THAT 
SHOULD BE RELAYED THROUGH 
MY SERGEANT, 


_~S 


> 
wy w 
E 
og > 
Don't look at me. | 
don’t read your mail 


TY’S NOT AN 
ORDER. NOT 
REALLY. IT’S A 


ALL HAIL CHINOOK! KEEPER OF THE 
ACIP HAVER AND THE ALKALI ANVIL, 


aay aj 


; 

2 
yp ay 
VY MIND OF THE SPINPLE, MINDER OF 


‘TE WORLD, GOOPNESS MATE MANIFEST, 
AND GODDESS OF SEA, SOIL, AND SKY. 


l/ WHICH MESSAGE ‘S 


SHOULD I BE called From Outer Uupl, near the 
LOOKING FOR? site of @ refinery axplosian. 


Pori, my Friend, please 
check uour massages. 


HAVE YOU BEEN 
CHECKING THEM? 


Fat Ie YOU'D Salo “your. 
SISTER IS IN A DISASTER AREA" TO 
ALREADY HAVE THE MESSAGE OPEN, 


I deliver them, I 
only have the matadata. 


| 
The one From your sister. She 


IF I'd said that, I would bo 
announcing to you that I road 


HEY, CAN 1 HAVE 
SOME PRIVACY T'm 
CALLING MY SISTER 


THERE WAS AN EXPLOSION AT THE REFINERY, AND 
WE'RE STACKING CORPSES LIKE CARBON TAILINGS. 


I NEED RED-REO MEDICAL TECHS, AND [Ty 
RESUSCITATION GEAR. 


I WANT TO HELP, Viki, BUT I’M NOT A 
TECH, AND I DON'T HAVE ANY MEDICAL GEAR, 


YOU'RE A MERCENARY, AREN'T YOU? 
DOESN'T YOUR COMPANY 
HAVE BATTLEFIELD 


‘OuR POCTOR IS ALRIGHT, 
BUT OUR MEDIC 1S MORE LIKE A 
MOBILE CUTLERY STATION, 


bh 


) 


» 


(= 
pret 


Her hearing’s 
ty good, too. 


Sixty thousand For togal raasons, || Viki, 1 THINK I'M HAVING 
lives depend on the uou need to da || AN OveR-Mty-PAYERADE 

MOMENT. CAN T CALL 
YOU BACK? 


all you're making. a the talking. 


WHOSE OPTAL OUTCOME WILL BE AN 


TTT wearer rumane sour IMM | MHCSE GPT. OUTCOE WL 
Lo gtr 


WHAT D0 YOU NEED, SOPHIZ 


MEANWHILE, ON THE SUNDECK ATOP THE HOME | ‘iia 
(OF MERCENARY COMMODORE KARL TAGON. 0 I NEED TROUSERS TO 
| THERE IS ADEVELOPING smTUATION }} PO 7 NEED TRoneRs ~ 


“TAT QUESTION MIGHT BE BETTER ASKED 
OF THE CONPANY’S LEGAL COUNSEL. 


aut NOW 
THAT YOU'RE 
HERE. 


There is a crisis in outer Uuple which 
is likely to be Fatally mismanaged without 
\ the help of @ responsiblo outside party. 


You called, sir? 


Uuplechan tau 
prohibits outside 
parties From volunteering 
or contracting any services. 


Entoring tha systom uninvited 
would make matters worse, 


STUPID LAWS HAVEN'T SURPRISED )] | JUST SO WE'RE SEEING EVE-TO-EVE, 7 WILL TROUSERS, SPECIFICALLY, 
INE FOR DECADES, TM GOING TO READ ALL OF || Fidd “For no 1 my Trousers, ON ME, 
THAT BACK TO YOU. many,” and SAVE LIVES? 
that’s an apt 


ee sunnery 
7 = 


howaver, a crisis 

clause permitting citizens I) MANO THE eds Be 

a up hnice remunerated INTO A DISASTER AREA SO WE CAN 7 

outside assistance From Leanne OTe: Not right this minute, but i 
wmadiate Family mambors. ‘OF HELPING THEIR FAMILY. never hurts to have them handy. 


ACROSS TOWN, ON THE AFT DECK OF THE 
12 MAXIM 39. 


T1'S PLAY TIME! WHO 
WANTS TO GO PLAY? 


Sg 


Mistrass Ugntura, 
ploase be careful. 


IS 17 your 
‘ARE YOU SILKSILVER, 
THE GOOD GIRL? 


No, but you've only grown 
That soshiha oumasses you back Five centimeters of hair since 
by two orders of magnitude. you last asked ma that question. 


PARA REMINOS ME OF 
A GIRL T SAW IN A 


REMEMBER, BUT 
THE GIRL HAD HER 
VERY OWN 
HORSE. 


IT WAS A 
HORSE, MOSTLY IT RAN 
‘ALONG THE BEACH, 


COULD THE GIRL 
CLIMB INTO ITS HEAD? 


KEWN, SWEETIE, 
IT WAS A HORSE. 


WHICH PART OF ANY OF 
THAT REMINDS YOU 


WRAYBE THE PART 
WHERE SHE'S HAPPY. 


URGENT MISSION INCOMING, 
CAPTAIN FOXWORTHY. 


HOW @uIcKLY 
CAN YOU AND mane 39 
PUSH OFF? 


FORMORTHY? 1S URGENT. 


JOU HAVE EXACTLY 
TWENTY MINLITES, 


commanoer It URGENT MISSION 
¥ 


SHIFT THREE 1S IN TOWN FOR 
A HALE-DAY, MINIMUM OF TWENTY 
MINUTES TO ROUND THEM UP. 


PARA AND HER PETS ARE 
GOING TO BE SAD. 


NOT IF YOU SEND THEM 
AFTER THE STRAGGLERS, 


‘THE MERCENARY CRUISER TT-13, CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY. 


Captain Tagan, the Commadore 

has just accepted an urgent |] Theu're boarding. Schlock 

mission contract. was prosont whon tho 
contract was signed. 


TELL SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
TO ROUND UP HIS PLATOON. 1 
THINK THEY'RE ALL ON BASE. 


ABOARD GRUULI'S LEGACY. 


WHAT DID 
YOu 00? 


1 ASKED MY 
SISTER FOR HELP. 


WHEN SHE ASKED 
IE SHE COULD BRING 
EXTRA HELP T SAID YES, 


(ON A RECORDED 
CALL, USING THE EXACT 
VERBIAGE OF THE 
CRISIS CLAUSE. 


CABTAIN, WE 
NEED HELP. 


AND THEN YOU SENT THAT TT SOUNDS LIKe YOU KNOW 
RECORDING TO THE OFFICES OF EXACTLY WHAT T OID. 
OUTER UUPLE TRAFFIC CONTROL 

‘AND DEFENSE 


TT SOUNDS Like 
YOU DON'T. 


DOCTOR GUGRO, YOU'RE A 
CITIZEN, BUT YOU'RE ALSO 
AN OUTSIDER, 


ANO AT LEAST HALE 
THE POPULATION OUT 
HERE IS OUTSIDERS. 


‘THE CRISIS CLAUSE WAS 

NEVER INTENDED TO BE 

INVOKED BY PEOPLE FROM 
‘OUTSIDE THE SYSTEM, 


NOT JUST TO THE OUTSIDERS, 
BUT TO THEIR OPEN-MINDED, 
PRO-IMMIGRATION CAPTAINS? 


MAYBE NOT, 
BUT 1 CHECKED, 
AND THAT EXACT THING 

HAS HAPPENED 
SIX TIMES. 


DID YOu CHECK FURTHER, 
TO SEE WHAT EXACT THINGS 
HAPPENED AFTERWARD? 


SENDING MY LOVER TO WORK 
DRESSED LIKE A PROPER 
FOROTTR OFFICER 


WITH TAGON, 
‘THE COMMODORE, 
‘AND THE OTHER 
TWO CAPTAINS, 


ENDROO! GET PERS 
TARA 


THE CAPTAIN SAID HE'S NOT 
(MAD, BUT T HAVE TO BE IN A 
BRIEFING IN FIVE MINUTES. 


‘3 Ps 


rm nor \i 
AN OFFICER J 


‘AND HOW MANY 
OF THE SENIOR 
OFFICERS ARE 
NOT HUMANS? 


WELL, THERE'S 
ERBIRNOTH, AND, 
Umm. 


IS AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR OUR LITTLE CLAN 
TO CHANGE THAT, 


WHY ME ANDY'S 
BEEN HERE LONGER THAN 
ANY OF THE REST OF US. 


THE COMMAND STAFF 
TAKES ME FOR GRANTED. 


NEW, AND FIERCE, 
‘AND QUALIFIED: 


Svan, aur fuse wo aarne wou Jaa 
sara eerie ee 


J DON'T WANT 
TO STAND Out, 1 
WANT TO HIDE. 


On 
wo Howe, 
air ers sce SRY 
Youn cxest Oo 
Wake YOU Less. TL 


TWAT 200m om. 66 
TT Oe Be 
Yoal SMD Be tevosnio, 
pote eee Cape, gut 


CONFERENCE ROOM ABOARD MAXIM 39 


CORPORAL GUGRO 15 JOINING 
US, LET'S GET STARTED, 


HELLO, CORPORAL. 
DID YOU DO SOMETHING NEW 
WITH YOUR CREST? 


‘OHNDO SAID IT 
SHOULD LIE FLAT sO 
THAT I DON'T MAKE 
MMY HUMAN SUPERIORS 
FEEL SHORT. 


IT'S A HOLO-CONFERENCE. 


YOU DON'T NEED 
TO worey agout 4 AAUGH! 


'@ closer look at that 
FWESOME collar. 


BRIEFING CENTER ABOARD TTO8-1, 


WE'RE NOT GOING 
TO FIRE YOU FOR 
FOR FUTURE REFERENCE, CORPORAL, DRESSING NICELY. 
YOU DON'T NEED TO ORESS UP FOR 
BRIEFINGS. YOUR DUTY UNIFORM 

WOULD BE A BETTER CHOICE. 


YES SIR CAPTAIN 
MURTAUGH SIR. 1 


SiR, THANK 
YOU SiR, BUT My, 


YES, THERE ARE MORE 
OF THESE BRIEFINGS 
IN YOUR FUTURE, 


CAN WE BRING THIS 
BACK 'ROUND TO BEING 
‘A BRIEFING? 


THAT'S NOT THE 
KIND OF BALANCING 


3) ce 


Outar Uupla is a political 
and tactical chuchyFox. 


\: 


To avoid being 

shot at by government 
Forces, we must look 
fiko a rescue mission. 


To avoid being shot at by “patriotic” 
militias, we need to look dangerous. 


WHICH GROUP IS 
EASIER TO KILL? 


1 DON'T UNDERSTAND. 
WE ARE A RESCUE 
‘MISSION. 


AND THOSE 
ACTIONS WILL 
SHOOT AT Us 
TO STOP us? 


But there are Factions in 
the theater oF operations who 
would profor that the dead 
‘remain un-resuscitated. 


Without provocation. 


SO WE'LL HAVE TO KILL A BUNCH 
(OF PEOPLE IN ORDER TO 
SAVE THE DEAD. 


DON'T FEEL BAD. IT 
ONLY LOOKS LIKE YOu 
GOT US INTO THIS. 


CAPTAIN... COMMODORE. 


AND CAPTAINS... SIRS. 


WHY AM TIN THIS 
MNEETING? 


YOU TELL ME THIS CRAPPY 
CONFLICT OF OBJECTIVES 
IS NOT MY FAULT, BUT THEN 
YOU SAY STUFF'TO MAKE 
WME FEEL GUILTY ABOUT IT. 


To maintain cur 
logal stahus as “Family” 
For the crisis clause, the 
company noads you to 
appear to be in command. 


WHAT... THE AGONIZING GUILT 
SUPPOSED TO BE PRACTICE? 


NO, BUT THAT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN PRETTY CLEVER OF US, 


AAUGH! I DON'T 
WANT SURGERY! 


HOW Alf I SUPPOSED 
TO 00 THIS? I NEVER | 


WENT TO OFFICER 
SCHOOL, 


‘OH, APOLOGIES. WAS I NOT 
SUPPOSED TO ALREADY OO IT? 


canesay mu 06 concrne ) fd 
TO soc cnt 


THE SPHERICAL SHIP HOVERING ELEVEN HUNDRED KILOMETERS ABOVE Lynthatic Cartainty 
JUMPSTAR PRIME TS LARGE ENOUGH TO HOLD MOST OF CHOMOLUNG:A. and Maxim 34 ara 
already in place. 


Then the gang is all hore. 

Chinook, this is Tafa é Tho company is roady For transit. 
of TOB- Breath ieapan. 
We're on Final approach. 


IT IS ALSO A TERAPORT CAGE, AN EXIT FROM (OR ENTRANCE TO) Welcome to 


THE MIND-BOGGLINGLY MASSIVE STATION-WORLD OF EINA-AFA, Babirr Daiaha. 


WITH ITS SISTER SHIP, CINDERTWIN, IT ALLOWS WARSHIPS TO TERAPORT RIGHT 
UNDER THE NOSE (OR ANALAGOUS ANTHROPOMORPHIZED SENSORY CLUSTER) OF 
EVEN THE VERY FINEST MILTTARY-GRADE TERAPORT AREA DENIAL SYSTEMS. 


WHICH IS WHY EVERY GOVERNMENT THAT IS AWARE OF CINDERCONE AND CINDERTWIN TRE/ Those are tha 
THE UNINVITED ARRIVAL OF EITHER SHIP INTO DEFENDED SPACE AS AN ACT OF WAR. six I am lotting 
you see. 


T had to. 


-s : Then why do 
Wy secret entrance isn T only soo six 
much of @ secret anymore. warships on patrol? ° PARANOIA, IT'S COMMON SENSE. 


‘SOULERYPT EIGHT OVERLOOK, BELOW THE CITY OF JUMPSTAR PRIME, 

] sur THousano KLONETERS ABOVE THE FLOR OF THE WORLD. DONT YOU MEAN Tr my cultura fa impolite 
Powymer, Plezosel, AN | ta commont 30 spociFically 

Ge (CHINOOK, POST-TRANSURANICS? upon a@ lady's anatomy. 


Gif @) 
I have other eyes For mere ie IN MY CULTURE 


survay. This: polymar-and-piazogal YOU'RE SO SKINNY THEY’ 
“flesh” is For enjoying the view. THINK YOURE A TOY PERSON. 


The Toughs THE VICE-ARMADOR OF OUTER WMIPLE T hope you have So Captain Tagan is 
ara on routo to TRAFFIC CONTROL HAS INVITED A details more useful a ing things nou? 
Outer Uuple. THIRD PARTY TO “AGGRESSIVELY than just the phrase 


“a third party.” 


DISCOURAGE" OUR FRIENDS, 


PASSED A FULL ANALYSIS VIA LIEUTENANT FLINDERS, 
‘ON TO CAPTAIN TAGON, WHO READS EVERYTHING. 


Potay, these 
interventions... ara wo 
doing this right? 


WE'RE SAMING Lives, 
CHINOOK. EVERY DAY. 
EVERY HOUR. 


We could do it sa much 
more effectively iF we 
just DID it, 


You know, ourselves, 


SOMETIMES DOING IT RIGHT 1S 
MORE IMPORTANT THAN 
‘DOING IT WELL. 


os, but 
‘somatimes dai 
badly is worse than 
not daing it at all 


‘TTO8-1 BREATH WEAPON, 
SORTIE BAY TWO. 


1 DON'T NEED 10 BE PRESENT ON 
CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY FOR THIS 


LIEUTENANT FLINDERS, THIS TERAPORT CAGE HAS BEEN 
COMPLETELY RE-DESIGNED SINCE WE USED IT LAST. 


TT WAS SAFE THEN, 


TOOAY IT IS 
EVEN SAFER 


THEN WHY DON'T 
YOU USE ONE TO TeRAPORT 
HERE, AND REASSUIRE ME IN PERSON? 


BECAUSE T ALREADY 
KNOW IT WORKS. 


HE ALREADY 
KNOWS HOW 
IT WORKS. 


WHY DOES IT SAY ALSO, A TOEHOLO 15 A SMALL, 
"TOE" ON THE LINTEL? SECURE POINT FROM WHICH 
‘ONE MAY GO ON TO 0 
BIG THINGS. 


TV'S A TUNE-ON-ENTRY AND A TOE ISA 
TERAPORT CAGE, FLINDERS. SMELLY PIECE OF FOOT 
T-O-£ SPELLS TOE. THAT YOU HIDE IN YOUR SHOE, 


LET'S compromise. 


“ABANDON HOPE, 
YE WHO ENTER HERE* 


STEPPING THROUGH 
NOW, WITH ABANDON, SIR, 


MUSTER BAY, CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY. 


Be) ( THAT “sTEPPING’ LOOKED 
‘CORPORAL, YOUR BY LIEUTENANT FLINDERS, 

IMPLANT WON'T BE WHO WILL BE STEPPING PIRSA DEAD BUN SI 
A SUBSTITUTE FOR THROUGH THE “TOE 


‘GOOD TRAINING. ‘CAGE IN JUST Ax 


4 (OH, THISLL BE EASY. 
SO I WILL BE t SHE'S ALREADY MASTERED 
GETTING TRAINED? . DEAOPAN ASSESSMENTS, 


MEANWHILE, ABOARD MAXIM 39. 
TWELVE METERS PER SECOND? 


YOu set THE 
OUTBOUND APERTURE 
TO TWELVE METERS 
PER SECOND? 


ON A HOT ENTRY YOU HAVE 
TO KEEP THE HATCH CLEAR. 


THAT MEANS *KEEP MOVING, 
NOT “LET'S INSTALL A 
SELF-CLEARING 


‘ur ENTRY TEAMS 
LIKE THE SELF-CLEARING 
AA HATCH CONCEPT. 


LIEUTENANT FLINDERS 
PLOWED INTO CAPTAIN 
TAGON LIKE THEY WERE 
FILMING A MEET-CUTE AT 

‘THE DRUNK OLYMPICS. 


THAT HAPPENED BECAUSE 
‘CAPTAIN TAGON WAS 
STANDING IN FRONT 

‘OF THE HATCH. 


ALSO, HE AND THAT'S NOT WHY THEY I BET I HAVE SOME ROBOTS 


FLINOERS LOOK COLLIDED. THAT'S WHY TO WORK ON NOW. 
CUTE TOGETHER, THE PILE-UP LOOKED 
LIKE A MEET-CUTE, 


ELF, SWEETIE, I THINK YOU'RE 
MISSING MY POINT, HERE. 


LET'S SEE.. 1S YOUR POINT 
THAT YOUR WIFE BETA-TESTED 
‘AND ADJUSTED THE HOT ENTRY 
SYSTEM WITHOUT TELLING YOU 


witout OR LIEUTENANT 
TELLING ME LINDERS. 
OR CAPTAIN 

TAGON, 


THATS WHAT 


YOU'RE ANGRY BECAUSE WE 
HAVE A COMMUNICATION 


= 


» 


Yup. 1 BO HAVE 
SOME ROBOTS TO WORK ON, 


6; 


Mare chassis changes, 
Mistrass Uanture’? 


Y” NomHING pramanic. Triage madics ara thas people 
T.NEED TO TURN YOu wha Follow ma around ta 
INTO A TRIAGE MEDIC. P chock my work. 


Tuey neco 
ue HELP 


Be HOMRY-DEIO people NS GEL Mor om 1 adopt at dolicara 
FLOATING IN SPACE, / Sy medical procedures, 
i 


Ly 


ane 


They rare gsorezo s.cop was, aut) || sonszooy ese was TH MUL a XACT Ue sragaHG 
Terie TSAR vo te neseaor to cer ) || Sauele tat wot 20 NAW veces’ cto vOu Sut ses “en once, 
The tebale MD vEDWAL PRCOSS STARCO. a | nora THe Bao.) | "SSeS ARSE cs ita as TE On 


IF all I need to do is stab 
probes into moaty bits, I 
‘should chamber thom 
For rangad Fire. 


Mistrass, the theater oF 
operations is @ vacuum. 
Usa sabots, and tho 
30mm cannon. 


AARDY! BRING YouR | I NEED YOU TO TURN THIS 
GUNSMITH STUFF INTO A SEMl-AUTOMATIC 
‘OVER HERE. SYRINGE LAUNCHER, 


THEY WON'T FIT IN, 
FLECHETTE GUNS, BESIDES, THE 
PROBES ARE NOT VERY AERODYNAMIC. 


THIS IS A STRATEGIC ANALYSIS 
(OF THE MESS WE'RE ABOUT 
TO WADE INTO. THE NEXT 


FEW HOURS ARE KEY. 


IS THAT LOCAL 
SHORTHAND FOR 
"PAPER TIGER?" 


WELL, SINCE THE UUPLECHANS LOOK SORT 
OF A LOT LIKE EARTH CATS, 

“PAPER TIGER" WOULD 

PROBABLY BE A 

RACIAL SLUR 


Th HEARING 
“YES, BUT NOT 


‘THis MILITIA FLEET LOOKS 


SUPPOSE THOSE UP.A. SHIPS 
KEEP FIRING, AND I GET TIRED OF THE NOISE, SO 1 
DECIDE TO MAKE IT STOPE 


IT'S HARD TO PROVE WHEN THE 
“AGERESSOR® HAS BEEN REDUCED 
TO AN EXPANDING CLOUD OF 
MINOR NAVIGATION HAZARDS. 


WE'LL BE IN 
TROUBLE WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT, 


MP wriose ricer is... 
‘ . See 


I'D LET US GET SHOT AT A 
LOT BEFORE TI FIRE BACK. 


ITLL BE SELF-DEFENSE. 


COMPARED TO Us? 
VERY SOFT. OUR POINT DEFENSES 
CAN TAKE CARE OF ANYTHING THE 
HPA CAN LAUNCH AT US, 


GIMME SOME CREDIT. I CAN 
LEAVE PLENTY OF BIG PIECES. 


SSI so. 16 we want 10 wee YES, BUT NOT FOR ANOTHER 
THE INJURED, WE HAVE TO / TWENTY MINUTES OR SO, 
NEGOTIATE OUR WAY 
PAST THIS LITTLE FLEET 
OF MILITIA THUGS, 


OW, JUST PULL MY 
ARMS OFF ALREADY. 


00 I HAVE 10 TILL START WARMING: 
NEGOTIATE THIS? UP A IRILITARY SOLUTION, 


THE UP.A. BATTLEGROUP FLAGSHIP SOULWARD HONOR. 


1 DON'T GET IT, 
LORD SRABBEN, HOW DOES 
THAT WORK? 


sett WE ARE NOT THE 
MILITARY. G.ED., ANY SOLUTION WE 


PROVIDE IS. NOT MILITARY. 


WE'RE HERE BECAUSE 
TRAFFIC CONTROL DOESN'T WANT 
‘A “ILITARY SOLUTION.” 


EVEN IF THERE'S 
‘SHOOTING? 


WHEN THERE IS SHOOTING 
THE MATTER WILL BE INHERENTLY CIVILIAN 
IN NATURE, AND OUR EXONERATION WILL 
BE HANDLED BY THE JUDICIARY. 


IT 15 226 METERS OF “ENTHUSIASTICALLY RE- 
WHICH SHIPLORD SRABBEN UNAPOLOGETICALLY 


LS A WARSHIP. 


‘OF THE THREE 

VESSELS WE FACE, ONLY 
THE VERY SMALLEST ONE 
1S A PROPER WARSHIP. 


‘SHIPLORD SRABBEN IS MISTAKEN. CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY, MAXIM 39, 
‘AND BREATH WEAPON WOULD BE RATED XB, V7, AND $9, RESPECTIVELY. 


CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY HAS 
TEETH, BUT WE WON'T BE GIVING IT 
‘A CHANCE TO BITE Us. 


THAT WASNT IT EITHER. [a 


MAXIM 39 1S A REPAIR SHIP, 
‘AND BREATH WEAPON 1S CLEARLY 
A SACK-HULL FREIGHTER, 


ei WHAT SHOULD BE SATD TS THIS: SHTPLORD SRABBEN OUGHT 
BBB] TO BE RUNNING FROM FIGHTS RATHER THAN PICKING THEM. 


2 .. AND HE SHOULD STUDY A VESSEL CLASSIFICATION TABLE. 


ABOARD GRUULI'S LEGACY... [> 


NOW. AND 00 NOT. Doctor, Have 1 mae my | If 1S THE PROBLEM THAT I'M SANING 
DOCTOR GUGRO, CCORRUNICATE WITH ANYONE ‘ORDERS SUFFICIENTLY TOO MANY LIVES TOO QUICKLY? 
SHUT DOWN YOUR WHO IS NOT ME UNTIL UNAMBIGUOUS? BECAUSE YOU'RE TOTAL 
HANDBRAIN. OTHERWISE ORDERED. Bale NOU RG TOTALLY. 


YOUR FRIENDS ARE 
RUNNING HEADLONG 

INTO THE UUPLECHAN 
PATRIOT ARMADA. 


(OH, TLUMNPHROT. 
THOSE IDIOTS. 


THEYRE GOING TO GET EVEN IF I DID CARE 
THEMSELVES KILLED. ENOUGH TO WARN THEM, THERE 
1S NO WAY THE UPA. WOULD 
LISTEN TO ME. 


‘AND YOU MUST 
NOT WARN THEM. 


FURTHER COMPLICITY I MEANT DON'T 
‘ON YOUR PART WILL WARN YOUR SISTER, OR 
MAKE THINGS MUCH WORSE, HER MERCENARY FRIENDS. 


NOT AN ISSUE, BECAUSE 
THEY'RE NOT IN 
‘ANY DANGER, 


THINGS JUST 
GOT MUCH WORSE. 


YOUR FRIENDS ARE HERE LEGALLY, BUT THEIR 
PROVISIONAL WELCOME DOES NOT ALLOW 
THEM TO FIRE ON CITIZENS, 


WHEN THE OUTER WUPLE 
PATROL GROUP ARRIVES 
YOUR FRIENDS WILL 

BE ARRESTED. 


ASSUMING 
THEY'RE STILL 


I FEEL PRETTY SAFE 
ASSUMING THAT. 


THE POINT IS THAT 
YOU INVITED THEM HERE. 


That explains why it's 
Fraying 30 quickly 
around my cuts. 


BE CAREFUL, 
ITS AN HEIRLOOM, 


Find whan you 
weer your crost 
= Mat the collar no longer 
Frames your Face vary wall. 


Vin 
IT FITS ME 
FINE, TALOR 


BACK INTO THAT? 


we Have Five mines, )gal | PERS UNIFORM WAS FINE. SO WE SWAP OUT HER (OH, I GET IT. “IN CHARGE” 
CRISP AND BUSINESSLIKE. i 


\ 


ra 

Fees 
APPEARANCES MATTER. SHE NEEDS 10 oRESS 
LIKE SHE'S IN CHARG: 


ENNESBY CAN YOU z MORE TIME WILL IF YOU SMILE WHEN YOU SAY 
HEAR ME? NOT MAKE ME THAT WE'LL HEAR “PREPARED” 
MORE READY. INSTEAD OF “DESPAIR 


HELLO, SHIPLORD SRABBEN, 
1 AM PER! GUGRO, FULL-SISTER 
‘TO WWPLECHAN CITIZEN VIKI GUGRO. 


IVE ENTERED THIS SYSTEM ‘APOLOGIES, SHIPLORO, BUT THE DETERMINATION 
‘AT VIKI'S REQUEST, PER (OF WHETHER OR NOT THERE I5 AN 
EMERGENCY IS NOT YOURS TO yaar age you 


WEARING?) 


WHY YOU CLAIM 
TO BE HERE. 


EMERGENCY, GO HOME. 


DESECRATION OF THE DEAD IS AN Calm down, Pari. 
ACCOMPLISHMENT? We're off-script, 
but you can bring 
this bach around. 


1 TOOK THIS ON 
THE FIELD OF BATTLE, 

AND FROM A FOE FAR MIGHTIER 
THAN THE TOY SOLDIERS YOU RENTED. 


Ho's going to 
threaten you. 
Stand Firm, but 


don't insult him, 


TURN AROUND, GUGRO. 
FOLD YOUR ARMS AND FLEE, OR 
TILL CUT YOUR THUMPH IN PIECES 
‘AND TURN IT INTO BOOT PLATES, 


500? Thore's his throat. 
Stay cool, and push back, 


LI1'S PRONOUNCED *TLUMNPH," 
BUT YOUR TOOTHLESS, FILTHY, 
CARRION-GRUBBING MOUTH IS 
UNWORTHY TO SPEAK IT, 
SRABBEN SHIPTHIEF. 


LAST CHANCE, 
GRASSHAT, 


TURN AWAY OR 
DIE IN FLAMES, 


BRING YOUR FLAMES TO MME, LITTLE KITTEN. 
I WILL BOARD YOUR SHIP, FLAY THAT 
COAT FROM YOUR MANGE-BOILED BACK, 
‘AND THEN, WITH JUST ONE HAND, 
‘TWILL PERSONALLY RIP OFF 
YOUR ONLY PAIR OF ARIS. 


Connection closed, 
I don't think the script 
can ba saved. 


MORE PRACTICE 
IMNGHT HAVE HELPED. 


SORRY, SIRS. 1 SCREWED 
UP. 1 GOT ANGRY, AND 
T SCREWED UP. 


YOU GOT ANGRY? 
LET ME SHOW YOU 


YOUR POSITION IS FOR SHOW. 


YOU SAY WHAT WE TELL YOU 
TO SAY. AND YOU DO NOT 
THREATEN ANYONE 

UNLESS YOU HAVE 

EXPLICIT ORDERS 


etre cower. | Pak 


NOW I HAVE ADJUST OUR ATTACK TO ; 
Cale You ONTO) Tree FLAGSHIP, {PONT wast To 00 
NOT WANE 13.00 Tr WITHOUT 
WILLING, THE Gur wnOME Ans 
YOU SAD Youre RP OFF 


TODAY'S LESSON: 
DON'T MAKE THREATS 
ABOVE YOUR PAY GRADE, 


TAGON 10 FLEET. a WELL, IT WAS A REALLY GOOD 
EXECUTE STAGE ONE. THREAT. IT'D BE A SHAME 
THE LOCALS WANT NOT TO DELIVER 
TO FIGHT. 


WE WILL BE 
RUNNING A HOT-ENTRY 


BOARDING OP AGAINST 
ere PLAS CORPORAL GUERO'S 


YOu WANT 
TO MAKE GOOD ON 


FLAG TO FANGSTORM! WE CAN'T. SHE'S 
TOO AUICK, WE NEEO 


TO GET CLOSER 


NO, SHE'S TOO 
Quick TO BE A 
FREIGHTER. 


WAY TOO QUICK. WE'RE GOING TO DO 
THE OPPOSITE OF GET CLOSER. 


GIVE THAT SACK-HULL 
FREIGHTER A TASTE OF 
YOUR MAIN. GUNS. 


BURY THAT LITTLE CRUISER CAN ONLY LAUNCH 
UNDER OUR MISSILES, 4 || sixTEeN PER MINUTE, 


“EMPTY THE MAGAZINES" 
WILL TAKE OVER 


emery THE maeazines! )I 7 srip.oro, we THEN YOU SHOULD 
START NOW. 


ILTHINK WE SHOULD HAVE 
STARTED AN HOUR AGO. 


WHAT ISSTHAT RACKET? STAND FIRM. 
THEY HAVEN'T { THEY MIGHT FANESTORM AND 


HIT us Yer, AS WELL RAVE. (GRAVEPLOUGH BOTH 


FLED THE FIELD. 


RELOADING THE 
TOWER CANNON, SIR a 
\ 
J’ AFRAID OUR POINT 
DEFENSES CANNOT KEEP PACE cAY, WHAT 
WITH THE INCOMING FIRE. WAS THAT NOISE? 


MEANWHILE, AT THE SOULGRYPT EIGHT OVERLOOK. 
FANGSTORM WAS THE ONLY VESSEL 

Tat soa swoon uss vesraasone Mas coat co eas 

vory woll oxocutad. Tafa THE WECPERS WS 

is getting good at thi BASIC STUFF. CAPTAIN TAGON 
af em 

THE REAL A HEAD-GAME. 

sls 


FANGSTORM 
=| 


Indood. fo guns, 
just manauvars that said 
“Wou're outclassed. Go home.” 


Captain Tagan? Ho's 
hat even on that ship, 


‘Tafa took out Fangstarm. 


JAFA WAS HEY, GUYS? DID Yes, Butzho. We're wouro 
SPEAKING, YOU SEE? THEY'RE watching that nou. YOU CARE TO 
BUT THAT WAS DEPLOYING THE JOIN Use 
TAgON'S TOEHOLD CAGES! 
r 


VIA AN EXTREMELY 
UMITING INTERFACE. 


T am enjoying the 

mara” {| So (Stott 
the meatframe 

x] IN A FULLY ORGANIC SIZE 
Sspertonce: FOUR, | WILL NEED SNACKS. 


AND A BIG SCREEN. 


THIS KIND OF SERVICE ISN'T ACTUALLY 
4 PART OF THE AUTHENTIC 
MEATFRAME EXPERIENCE. 


Tm a goddess, 
not a cave boar. 


ABOARD MAXIM 39. 


COMMANDER FOXHORTHY 
15 GOING IN FIRST? 


MAXIM 18: “IF THE BRASS IS 
‘OUT FRONT, BRACE FOR AN 
ATTACK IN THE REAR" 


IT'S COOL, AARDY. 
CAPTAIN FOXWORTHY 
IS IN THE REAR WITH US. 


ALSO, YOU'RE QUOTING: 
IT ALL WRONG. 


OKAY, BUT WHAT'S IT 
MNEAN WHEN YOU HAVE 
BRASS AT BOTH ENDS? 


IT MEANS YOUR 
PLUMBER PAID TOO MUCH FOR 
THAT COUPLING, 


AND THAT MEANS 
“GET BACK TO WORK." 


SOMEBODY HAS TO 
BE THE FIRST TO SHOWCASE 
OUR NEW GEAR 


ESPECIALLY WITH 
SHIP BY MYSELF, THE NEW GEAR, 


TOEHOLD SECURE. SEND = CONMANTER, YOU PI 
THE ENGINEERS NOT DISABLE ALL OF 


Mey O}. WAS L SUPPOSED 
‘TO TRY TO LOOK SCARY? 


HAVE THE ENGINEERS 
SECURED THAT ANNIE 
PLANT YET? 


WHAT DID WE 
90 WRONG? 
SHOW ME, 


EIE took it with pauldrones, 
Freeing up her engingers: 
to Finish the second 
TEhold cage. 


\ BQ 
G 
ot S 3G 
Mis] 


Thore was a tactical 
blunder early on, but it 
won't affect this operation, 


‘OBMOUSLY NOT. 
YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 
1 HATE LEARNING. 


You told Commander Foxworthy 
that any of our heavies could 
da what sha was doing. 


SHE'S A SENIOR 
OFFICER. SHE'S NOT 
SUPPOSED TO BE THE FIRST 
(ONE THROUGH THE HATCH, 


Dorhaps you 
should have said 
THAT instead 
oF lying. 


Still digesting the bit 
about “lying?” 


TRYING TO REMEMBER 
ALL THE PLACES YOU KEEP 
YOUR BRAIN. UST IN CASE. 


Thore are exactly Five hoavies qualified | Uhon you told EIF “any I WAS A JeRke 
to operate tha now Fragsuit oF our hoavies can do 
on the baltiofild. that,” you were saveraly 


‘slighting hor hard-won 
i a 
? 
On 


OF those, Find THAT's 7 
only Tandorsil and MeConger the tactical No, you're waiting 
have the tactical presence of mind SHE blundar I'm For your WIFE to toll 
to singlchandadly take an enemy ship. 2 (SHOULD HAVE worried about. you you'ra a jork, 


SAID SOMETHING. 


wl MAEANWIHILE 620 LIGHT YEARS AWAY THERE 7S SS SRR rrr 
MEANWHILE, 620 LIGHT YEARS AWAY, THERE IS |B 
DIPLOMACY HAPPENING WHERE NONE USED TO. . STYLUS, YOU'RE “ 
. ‘ ’ AUTHORIZED FOR APPROACH. J 
o.® BAY FOUR, 


TECHNICALLY, STYLUS OF MAGNIFICENT COMPROMISE IS A WARSHIP, BUT 
. * BY TAUSENNIGAN OBENN WARLORD STANDARDS IT IS TINY AND TOOTHLESS, 
‘ ‘AND MAKES A MOCKERY OF THE NAMING CONVENTION FOR NOBLER VESSELS. 


THANK YOU, 
RAZOR. YOUR AUTHORIZATIONS 
‘ARE THE HIGHEST HONORS TO 

WHICH WE CAN ASPIRE, 


. oes 
“ e 


= = zy 
LIN A SYSTEM DOMINATED BY GTANT Q-CLASS SHIPS (GREATER THAN 999 METERS IN ONE OR MORE DIMENSTONS) EQUIPPED 
TO THREAT GRADES OF 7 TO 9 (‘CRITICALLY DANGEROUS TO BE AROUND"), POOR LITTLE STYLUS IS A 75-METER "X6. . 


WE DON'T SEEK 
TO HONOR YOU. YOUR VESSEL SHOULD 
BE CALLED “STUMP OF INSUFFERABLE 

CAPITULATION.” 


WE ALLOW YOU HERE 
BECAUSE DESPITE THE EFFORTLESSNESS 
(OF THIS ENDEAVOR, WE HAVE GROWN 
WEARY OF WINNING. 


RAZOR OF UNMITIGATED SEVERANCE, BY COMPARISON, ZS A TYPICAL QB OB'ENN SUPERFORTESS. 


THAT EXPLOSION WAS NOT TYPICAL, 


SOMEBODY 
1S BOUND TO THINK THAT 
WE OID. LET'S RUN AWAY 


CONNING TOWER, SOULWARD HONOR. 


SORRY, 1 1 CAN SEE WHY YOu 

TO ARMS! MAKE MEANT SHIPLORD WANT TO CHARGE BY 
THESE CRIMINALS SHORTCAKE, THE CENTIMETER YOU 
DON'T HAVE VERY 

IRANY OF 'EM TO 

CHARGE FOR, 


} Ne agar 3 


USE WHAT YOU'VE GOT, ‘THAT BUT ME, WHO JUST 
CORPORAL, BE TALL, BE FINISHED MAKING THE 
‘ANGRY. BE POWERFUL, 


THEM YOU'RE THE 
‘ONE IN COMMAND. SHOW 


Pee 


ONE OF THEM. THE LADDER 
TO THE BRIVEE IS THIS WAY. 


YOU ARE TRAINED INFANTRY. és 4 


TERRIBLE 
ENGINEERING 15. ORICON 
LG 


AS AN ENGINEER? 


THE LAYOUT 
IN HERE IS TERRIBLE. 


TM HERE. LET, 


— THIS HELM STATION 


18 BUILT EVEN WORSE THAN 
THE ENGINEERING BAY. 


THAT'S WHY T 
HAVE THE STEP-STOOL, 


SHOW ME 
YOUR HANDS, 
HEL-CAT, 


ARE YOU 
GOING 10 RIP 
THEM OFF MY 

‘BODY? 


IF YOU 
LING _UP_ON 
YOUR STOOL 
1 SHOULON'T 
NEED TO. 


THAT CONTROL STATION 


WAS NOT BUILT FOR 
YOUR HANDS. 


‘CORPORAL, 15 THIS 


A FOROTTR SHIP YUP, 1’ READY 


TO TEAR OFF HIS 
ARIS NOW. 


TM KIND 
OF NEW HERE. 


Pori, uou nod to yall (OH, AND IT'S MARSHALL 6UGRO 
TO YOU, COMMANDER FORWORTHY. IF YOU 
FORGET AGAIN, THE NEWEST CORPORAL IN 


THIS ROOM WILL BE YOU. 


Dress hor down. Sho 
allad you “Corporal.” 


you talk to hor you should 
bring @ nice gift. 


HAVE YOU COME TO MAKE 
000 ON YOUR THREAT? ARE YOU GOING TO 
FLAY IKY COAT FROM MY BACK? 


(7 But IF YOu 
CAN'T DISROBE UNDER 
YOUR OWN POWER, 
T CAN IMPROMSE. 


THAT'S NOT 
HOW FLAYING EVEN 


HINPH, You'Re 

NO MARSHAL. YOU'RE 

EVEN GREENER THAN 

THAT WILTED PARASITE 
‘ON YouR == 


Mover mind, 
You won't ba neading 
scourge. 


‘ABOARD MAXIM 3 


Fling, Flay, 
Aly, and Flail, and at 
lazst ona Flip. 


BEST RESPONSE 
YET TO ONE OF YOUR 
GRAMMAR LESSONS, 


THAT WAS A VERY 
‘GOOD CATCH, 
COMMANDER. 


THANK You! 


NEEKA, I CAUGHT YES BUT PERFORMING 
IT FOR ITS OWN SAKE, SPINAL REPAIRS IN 
NOT FOR YOURS, THE FIELD IS FAR MORE 
DIFFICULT THAN NOT 
PERFORMING THOSE 


REMAIN UN-BUSY! 
THANK YOU. 


_| THE INSCRIPTIONS ON A FOBOTTR 
LUNN caN BC REA BY TOU. 
IF THE TLUMNPH WAS CRAFTED WELL, HOLDING IT 
AY ge LIke HOLDING Hans WaTH The setae, | [IN THIS CASE THE TLUMNOH 


WAS CRAFTED SO WELL IT'S 
LIKE EMBRACING THE SCRIBE, 


“= UNDER A WATERFALL, IN A 
SECRET GARDEN, WHILE SHE 
PROFESSES HER ETERNAL LOVE 
‘TO YOU AND YOU ALONE, 


HER NAME WAS SHE WAS A LOVER, 
SIRA ‘DO RHENNAT | A SISTER, A CLAN MOTHER, 
PHU TETLUMGRATH AND A HIGH PRIESTESS. 


‘CLAN MOTHER 
SIRA TETLUMGRATHI WAS 
KIND AT HEART. 


SO DISAPPOINTED, 
4 — 


SHE WOULD BE 
DISAPPOINTED IN ME 
IF T BLOODIED MYSELE 
‘AVENGING HER 


YOU THREATEN 
TO RIP MY ARMS OFF WITH ONE 
HAND, BUT RATHER THAN EMBARRASS 
YOURSELF YOU PRETEND TO SPEAK 
FOR THE DEAD? 


1 D1 NOT 
EXPECT TO BE SO 
SUDDENLY BUSY. 


REALLY? I THOUGHT 
THAT WAS THE WHOLE REASON YOU 
WERE IN THE ROOM, 


SMALL ACCIDENT, AND 

NONE OF YOU WANT TO 

WATCH NEEKA PERFORM 
FIELD SURGERY. 


THE PRISONERS 
WILL PLEASE ALL 
RAISE ALL OF 
THEIR HANDS? 


‘CAN YOU D0 
WITHOUT? THEYRE 
IN RESTRAINTS FOR 


1 PROBABLY HAVE His 
LEFT AND RIGHT SORTED 


OUT, BUT THIS 1S SOMETHING 


WE SHOULD DOUBLE-CHECK 
‘BEFORE 1 SPEND TWO 
LITERS OF SYNTHETIC 
ORISTLE, 


ABOARD MAXIM 39. 


ENNESBY, CAN 
YOU CLEAN UP : 5 
THIS MESS? TFs incanvaniantly tidy. 


The legal mess isn’t one 
Td describe as “cleanupablo.” 


Moss? Noaka's doing 
very neat work, and Greera Two 
has provided Commander Foxworthy 
with a three-pack oF Field wipes. 


ARE THERE ANY Before wo bogi 
00D REASONS 
AN OREN WARSHIP 


an argument regarding 
FOR WARSHIPS 
JUST EXPLODED FOR 


morality, may T request that we please ship 
to the inevitable Finish and ash whether 
TO EXPLODE? there are any good reasons For warships? 


There ara no good reasons 
For warships, but wo oxist in a universe whore 
causality is inherently amoral. 


Sometimes wo 
warships For "have reasons to make 
reasons. warships explode. 


oT IT. 
RHETORICAL QUESTION, 
NOT ACTUALLY 
‘ASKING ME. 


It would be nice if all 
‘our reasons were always good, but at 
lagst the explosions are protty. 


Surprising 
AND disturbing? |] nood to ask you 
THAT TOOK 

‘A SURPRISINGLY 
DISTURBING TURN 
THERE AT THE END. 


4 
x) 


Is it good ta look 
at an explosion and think 
that it's: protty? 


=" YOU HITACKED 
THIS CONVERSATION. YOU 
‘GET TO LAND IT. 


THE DRESSING DOWN, OR IT'S OKAY, 1 
ORDERING ME TO COMMIT | DESERVED TO BE 
MAYBE A WAR CRIMEZ ‘ORESSED OWN... 


SORRY ABOUT THAT, 
BACK THERE. 


WHAT IF 1 COULD ‘THIS LINE, 
PROVE HE WAS A 


“I STAND FiRit 
UPON THE TRUTHS OF THE 
THIRTEENTH FINGER" 


CAN YOU 00 IT 
WITHOUT ASKING ME TO TEAR 
MORE ITS OFF OF HIM? 


THERE'S A BACKUP OF 

THE SHIP'S LOGS IN THE DECK 

PLATES BENEATH WHEREVER THE 
CAPTAIN STOOD, 


NOT AN ACTUAL 
FINGER IS GOOD 
RIGHT NOW. 


ENNESBY, DID YOU CATCH T suspect Srabben's porch 


. is directly atop tho doch plates 
BE A BACKUP OFT caught it wa want ta oxamine, 
ED F( Tivo been in Pari's eer 


OM the whole time. Y 
You need to ENNESBY, 
froat tho bridge liko J Groora team romave it, HOW IMPORTANT 1S 


but gently. “GENTLY?” 


CommeNDER, 1 WANT 
ENNESBY TO DIRECT 
TEAM GREASERACHA 
IN THE SEARCH FOR 


4 SO I SHOULON'T 


BE TEARING UP THIS 
‘DECK PLATING? 


WELL, SEE, I KNOW YOU'RE ENJOYING 
YOURSELF, BUT ENNESBY IS WORRIED THAT 
YOU'LL BREAK THE WRONG THINGS. 


ENNESAY IS 
WORRIED. 


TV'S PROBABLY A 


LAWYER THING? 


Warship captain 
and an encuclopadia 
‘antry For "mad 
sciontist. 


Stop using 
weasel words. 


HEY... 90 YOU THINK i! NOW SOUNDS 
NOW IS A GOOD 
TIME FOR ME TO 


(OH, 1 KNOM. 


Now, 
ennessy Vey TM STILL LEANING TOWARD 
come on. Joy S RIGHT NOW. 


AND SINCE PART OF THE 
PROBLEM HERE 1S THAT 
YOU'VE BEEN IN MY 

SHADOW, I SHOULD. 


FOR THis T 
THINK 1 SHOULO SAY ELLEN, 
BECAUSE “ELF* IS THE CUITE, 

DIMINUTIVE NAME THAT 
WE GAVE YOU. 


MY SHADOW HAS BEEN 
ON YOU, NOT BECAUSE YOU 
PUT YOURSELF UNDER IT, BUT 
BECAUSE I KEEP STANDING 
IN THE WRONG PLACE. 


WHEN I TOOK YOUR NAME IT WASN'T SO 
I COULD HIDE MY ANOREYASN-NESS IT 
WAS SO I COULD USE JUST ONE WORD 
TO STEP ASIDE AND LET YOU 

BECOME... WELL, WHATEVER, 


AND EVEN SAYING IT THAT WAY IS WRONG, BECAUSE 
YOU BECOMING ISNT SOMETHING T SHOULD 

GE LETTING AND I JUST THIS SECOND 

REALIZED THAT USING THE ANDREASYN 

FAME AS A PUBLIC EXCUSE 

TO BE A FOXWORTHY IS SAYING 

SOMETHING THAT HAPPENS TO ALSO BE 

WRONG AND THIS IS REALLY COMPLICATED. 


CAN HOLD FIVE 
DIMENSIONS OF PHYSICS 

IN MY HEAD ALONG WITH ELEVEN DIMENSIONS 

OF MATH AND OKAY YES I SOMETIMES HAVE TO 

PIN NOTES ON THE WALL BUT THAT'S EASY COMPARED 

TO FIGURING OUT EXACTLY HOW TO APOLOGIZE AND FOR WHAT. 


I'M SORRY. WE NEED TO TALK MORE, WITH 
ME DOING MORE LISTENING, AND I DON'T 
THINK THAT HAVING YOU BELOW ME 
IN THE COMMAND CHAIN 15 GOOD 
FOR US BUT I DON'T KNOW 
HOW TO FIK.. 


AND THE HUMELESRAG : 
ABOUT MATH WAS OUINB BECAUSE 
PUTTING “I'M SO SMART" IN THIS APOLOGY 
COMPLETELY UNDERMINES EVERYTHING I'M 
TRYING TO SAY DESPITE THE INCREASINGLY 
OBVIOUS FACT THAT I DON'T ACTUALLY 
KNOW WHAT THOSE EVERYTHINGS EVEN ARE. “2 


ENNESBY... IF COMMANDER FOXWORTHY 
COMMANDS THE PRIZE CREW ON A 
SHIP SHE CAPTURED THEN WOULDN'T 
THAT MAKE HER CAPTAIN 
FOXWORTHY? 


} ‘ABOARD GRUULI'S LEGACY. 


CAPTAIN KAEPU, 
BO YOU KNOW 
WHAT THIS 1S? 


Like IT USED 
TO BE A PERSON, 


ZV] 
na eek ane 


YOu STILL 
MIGHT BE ABLE 
0 SEE IT. 


THAT HOLE IN WHAT USED 
TO BE A PERSON? 


THAT ISA POSTMORTEM 
GUNSHOT WOUND, 


IF YOU SAY SO, OKAY 
BuT T’M STILL NOT A DOCTOR 


SOMEBODY DOESN'T 
SOMEONE FIRED A SmALL 20 You THINK 
CALIBER WEAPON INTO THIS bey se DU ey 

SON'S BRAIN CASE, pd 


THE SHOOTER IS 
COVERING UP MORE 
SERIOUS CRIMES? 


TURN THAT CORPSE BACK 
INTO A PERSON. 


a 
a 
THEY CERTAINLY 


‘MADE IT MORE DIFFICULT. 


I THINK "SHOOTER" 
RYMES WITH “LOOTER" 
‘AND WE DON'T HAVE 
‘ENOUGH GUNS. 


SEVENTEEN NAKED CORPSES HAVE 
POSTMORTEM GUNSHOT WOUNDS 
THROUGH THEIR BRAIN CASES 


JUST ONE OF THEM. 
IT DOESN'T MEAN. 
THERE'S LOOTING. 


1 ALSO FOUND THREE UNIOCS 
WHO WERE SHOT THROUGH THEIR 
EYEBALLS... WHICH MIGHT TELL US 
SOMETHING ABOUT OUR SHOOTER 


THE UINIOC BRAIN CASE 
1S IN THE PELVIC 


Nope, STL 
DOESN'T TELL ME 
ANYTHING. 


EL ay 


CAPTURING A PIRATE SHIP 
WAS FUN, BUT IT'S NOT MOMNG 
THE MISSION FORWARD. 


Cram Meee 


RELIEF EFFORTS. 


CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY 
WILL GUARD SOULWARP HONOR 
UNTIL THE PRIZE CREW IS CONFIDENT 
‘THE CAPTURED VESSEL IS SECURE. 


IS ANYBODY CONFIDENT 
THAT WE'RE ALLOWED 
TO KEEP IT? 


I CONFIDENT THAT 


We HAVEN'T MET ANYEOOY 1’ 


GOING TO GIVE IT TO. 


3| 
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BUSINESS TO ATTEND TO. 
‘CAPTAIN FOXWORTHY? 


THAT SHIP YOU'RE 
ON BELONGS TO THE 
NEXT-OF-KIN OF SOME 
FOLKS WHO DESERVED BETTER 
ENDS THAN THEY CAME TO, 


J. CANNOT 
CURRENTLY 
PROMISE YOU A 
SHIP OF YOuR 
OWN, T WISH T 


commovore, 
CAN I PROMISE YOU 
TWAT TLL RETURN THIS 
SHIP TO THEM IN BETTER 
CONDITION THAN T 
FOUND IT? 


HE'S THIS 
CLOSE TO SHEDOING 
ACTUAL TEARS. SO, YES. 
PROMISE THAT. 


ABOARD THE SOULWARD HONOR. 
Captain, | just gob some 


new orders and | know 
everybody's in a big 
harry bub | have 
‘questions. 


WELCOME TO 
THE PRIZE CREW, 
SERGEANT. ASK AWAY. 


‘So, my platoon is down to 
Just five, plus me. All the 
Fobottr went to the 
Flagship, and Neeka is 

OFF to Maxim 39. 


YOUR QUESTION? 


1s that really 
enough For & 
prize crew? 


OAFAN ENGINEERS WILL BE DOING MOST OF THE CREW 
WORK, SINCE THE CREW STATIONS WERE ORIGINALLY 
DESIGNED FOR PEOPLE WITH FOUR ARMS. 


LHAVE ENOUGH 
-ARING TO IMITATE THAT 


‘ALSO, YOUR TEAM OF FIVE 15 
VERY FORCE-MULTIPLIED. YOU 
STILL HAVE MAC, AND HE'S 
GOT A NEW FRAGSUIT 


‘You can't make me happy 
about losing team members 
bby giving my leftover 
people some 

new stuff. 


‘CAN 1 MAKE YOU HAPPY 
BY GING YOU SOME 
NeW STUFF? 


IT'S OKAY TO aE 
HAPPY, YOU'RE STILL A 
GOOD SERGEANT, 


THIS 1S THE 
CONTROL MODULE FOR 
YOUR NEW FRAGSUIT, 


A cool helmet, anc PROBABLY NOT 
armor! Just like hardpoint gauntlets, | UST LIKE. od 
you guys havef and and and BOOTS! ay IS 


YUP. TT ARRIVED AT 
TWELVE METERS PER SECOND 
WITH THE LIEUTENANT. 


ABOARD MAXIM 39. 


VENTURA! I NEED 
TO TALK TO... OH. 


HELLO, UMM. 
"DROPCLOTH," 


Mistress Ventura 
is this way. Jf 


Chambered For 
‘somi-automatic Fira in 
‘my 30mm cannon? Uos. 


Very clase, Doctor 
Bunnigus. I am Tarpaulin. 


Tow 


THEVIRE ARMED, SO 
YOUR TRIAGE BOTS 

WILL NEED TO BE 
HARDENED AGAINST, 


VENTURA, WE JUST 

WORD THAT SOMEBODY I5 TRYING 

TO PERMANENTLY KILL THE PEOPLE 
WE'RE TRYING TO SAVE, 


IF YOU'RE STILL EQUIPPED FOR 
SOLDIERING, YOU SHOULD 
0 JUST FINE, 


OH, THATS. 
YOU, ISNT IT, 


It is, Tam not 
comfortable serving 
as_a triage madic, 

but I shall soldiar on. 


OH, I THOUGHT You 
WERE USING THE POOR 
BOY AS SCAFFOLDING, 


‘AARON'S BEEN PARA DOES SOMETIMES 
THE HIGH SHELVES. 


KY we aust einisteo YE | SHOWING IT OFF since NEED THINGS DOWN FROM 
ERE. / 


THE PROTOTYPE. YOU GOT Hi 
\ 


IT DOESN'T LOOK FINISHED. T SEE THE $a1 | reseavoirs, MONITOR, 
Tignes Mio SK 
aera Reb 
eae Me 
‘ne Wace 
Wn bone 


PARTS THAT I'D NEED TO RUN 
RESUSCITATIONS, 


THAT'S BECAUSE YOU SEE 
THE PARTS YOU WILL NEED, AND 

ONLY THOSE PARTS. WE DON'T HAVE 
TIME TO FAB A THOUSAND SARCOPHAGI. 


‘THIS WAS NOT DESIGNED. 
BY A DOCTOR. 


IT WAS DESIGNED BY 
THE SAME PERSON WHO ASKED 


It looks too small 


|s it Finished. 
<n 


% Ne 


a 


ARTS. YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY. Z THAT'S NOT A THING ANYBODY 
(hee wine cea THE BEST THINGS IN IEE REGU ASSEMGLY SAV AND IE TT SOMMER a, 


EINA AFA, ATOP SOULCRYPT EIGHT, EN ROUTE TO THE OVERLOOK. 


THE FOUR OF US ARE GOING. 
TO ATTRACT FAR MORE ATTENTION 
THAN THE THREE OF THEM ARE. 


Domanstrably 
unrug, Captain 
Sarl. 


ih 


The Goddess, the 
fil-Star, and tha Galactic Boar 

ara boing watched by millions oF 

We're being watchad people courtesy oF six-oops sorry 

by a Faw passers-bu. J] IN ow i's just Fiva—paparazzi drones. 


Three, and 
fuNTIN? thara’s: your 
‘answer. 


JF CHINOOK 1 ike to think that she daliberately leaves 
WANTED PRIVACY, things like this For the little people ta do, 
SHE WOULD HAVE 
PEW-PEW-PEW'D 
THOSE PAPARAZZI 

HERSELF. 


THAT MEANS YOU CAN'T 

ACTUALLY TELL THAT SHE'S 

SHOOTING SO SHE MAKES You Like 10 \7 YOU THINK 
NOISES YOU CAN HEAR THINK THAT? )\ WE'RE LITTLE? 


IF YOU SKIP STEP FIVE YOU 
WON'T NOTICE ANYTHING'S 
‘AMISS UNTIL YOU GET 

‘TO STEP ELEVEN, 


IF YOU THEN 00 
STEP FIVE EVERYTHING 
LOOKS GOOD UNTIL STEP 
THIRTEEN WHEN, THE 
WHOLE THING GOES 
PEAR-SHAPED. 


I THINK 
YOU'VE NEVER SEEN AN 


PARA, THE PROBLEM IS THAT PEALE CONT =I KEEP THAT BOY HANDY. He's 
ALWAYS READ THE INSTRUCTIONS UsEeUL AS MORE THAN 
GUST SCAFFOLDING. 


YOU CAN'T FIX THAT 
BY PUTTING “BE SURE TO 
READ THE INSTRUCTIONS” IN 


THE INSTRUCTIONS THEY 
4 DION'T READ. 


TLL UPOATE 


THE INSTRUCTIONS TO DOCUMENTATION DOESN'T 


EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF 
SOLVE THIS KIND OF PROBLEM, IT JUST 
DOING EVERYTHING IN PROPER ORDER. GLANES THE USER FOR FALING, 


BE TRAINED ON THE 
‘NASS-RESUSCITATION, 
TOOL BOXES, 


AH-HAH! NOT BOXES, 
THESE ARE TO BE A 
HAMMOCKED FIELD 


CLEVER! 


IP's NoT 
READY. WE HAVE 
BLY ISSUES, 


WAIT! 


THEN 7 WILL 

seo we You 

Have ao0e> THe | ask You sone 
MOLY POLY QUESTIONS. 
rN NCA 


WHAT'S A MOLY-POLY THINGY, 
WHERE WOULD YOU PUT IT, 
AND YOU CAN'T LEAVE YET. 


THAT THIRD QUESTION, 
IT 1S MORE TELLY THAN ASKY. 


WE NEED TO COMMUNICATE WHAT DELEGATION? Holla! This is @ courtesy hail From 
MORE QUICKLY THAN THE Tanzy and Friends. Bing mo 
MEATRAMES WILL ALLOW. back iF you nood 


THERE IS A PROBLEM. rt 


Captains Landon and 
paparazzi drones, Sortie From Eine Aa’ US. 
the incoming delagation Embassy, Colonel Menendez From tha We're Srl: 
oF concerned citizens Jumpstar Prime Sanctum Adroit precinctory, and ‘NOT COMMUNICATING 
has already pou-pou'd thom. f\ Tanzy, wha is Captain Landon's Force muliplior. ‘QUICKLY ENOUGH. J] 


1 AMM REASONABLY SURE THAT 
RAZOR OF UNMITIGATED 

SEVERANCE WAS DESTROYED 
BY A LONG GUN. 


WHO WOULD 
00 THAT? WHO 
EVEN COULD 00 THAT? 


I. DO NOT YET HAVE AN INTERSECTION OF THE 
SETS *MOTIVE TO BLOW IT UP* AND 


Toll ma about the set you've labolod 
“able to hide long gun ownership From Potay.” 


AS OF RIGHT NOW I'm 
REASONABLY SURE IT CONTAINS 
‘AT LEAST ONE ELEMENT. 


Was thet humility? 
Bocause if i's not, 
i's @ profty good Facsimile. 


You have operatives across the galaxy, LEGWORK, OBVIOUSLY. PETEY NEEDS MORE 

and the powor ta feraport right through ]}} INFORMATION, AND THERE MAY BE PLACES 

the very best anti-torapart defenses. WHERE YOU AND I CAN DEPLOY ASSETS 
MORE QUICKLY THAN HE CAN, 


Ai rogue fong gun is cartainly a T am nat granting sither of 
problem, but how can either of us holp? you access to my long guns. 


CAN YOU AT LEAST COUNT 


Ohay, but I'm 
not giving you tha number, 


MOLY-POLY IS ~ eecen eurton 
MAYBE TRANSLUCENT at THe END OF POLE 
TO HUNAN EYES? $ TWO, PUSH THAT 


YOU SHOULD MAKE 
THE BUTTON BE RED. 
>) 


YOU SHOULD MAKE THE 


| SUTTON BE ON A REMOTE. 


NOW YOU JUST SOUND 
DISAPPOINTED. 


1 TOL your 
IMERCENARY FRIENDS ABOUT 
THE LOOTING, 


WHICH 1 
COULD HAVE DONE, BUT 
YOU CONFISCATED MY 
HANDBRAIN. 


1 WAS CONCERNED 
THAT THE POSSIBILITY OF 
MORE FIGHTING MIGHT 
SCARE THEM AWAY. 


AND By 
CONCERNED YOU 
ACTUALLY MEAN 
‘HOPEFUL. 


THEY HAVE CHASED 
OFF THE UPA, AND THEY 
COMMANDEERED SHIPLORD 

SRABBEN'S: FLAGSHIP. 


YESTERDAY THINGS > 20 YoU DARE TO x YESTERDAY THAT CATEGORY 
WERE SIMPLE. IT WAS SPIN. YOUR LADDER- y WASN'T EVEN A THING, LET 
JUST US, AND TOO CYCLE AROUND? ALONE A THING THAT 


N ) 1 EOD INES 
TODAY 11'S Us, & 
TOO MUCH WORK, T belong in the 


category you've 


AN ANGRY UPA BATILEGROUP, 
FOUR WARSHIPS FULL OF MERCENARIES, labolad “company 
2 2) 


AN UNKNOWN BAND OF LOOTERS, AND 


1 DON'T DARE ASK WHAT ELSE. of marconarias.” 


Your ship is sorving as tho 
central paint For emergency 
modical services. 


Until a difForant 
location is solected I am 
hore to assist with triage. 


ARE YOU 
WAITING FOR ME 
TO GWE YOU 
‘ORDERS? 


/ the Facility and pationtiy ’ 


awaiting tha moment whan 
Doctor Gugra asserts control 
‘over this conversation, 


EVER SINCE MY EMERGENCY WARD 
RESIDENCY T'VE DREAMED OF HAVING A 
PET ROBOT WITH A SYRINGE CANNON, 


HELLO! YOU 1 AM NEEKA THE MEDIC, ‘THE ONES YOU'RE YOU HAVE A REALLY 
ARE CAPTAIN HERE TO ASIST UIT ABOUT TO BUILD. aLI\ porous seninerer 
KAGPU, YESE THE DEPLOYMENT OF N 

RESUSCITATION RISS | Sa voue Page? aN 1 HELP 


YOU wiTH 12 


WHAT ARE YOU, WHAT 
AND WHY ARE YOU RESUSCITATION 
‘ON MY SHIP? RIGS? 


NO! JUST... NO. 
You peopLe 
may NOT. 
CommanoecR 
MY SHIP. 


WE DON'T WANT YOUR SHIP. 


YOUR FABBER WON'T 
D0 SIKFORM MOLY-POLY. 


1 CAN UPGRADE 
IT, BUT T NEED TO MAKE A 
QUICK PARTS: RUN, 


DON'T WORRY, CAPTAIN, 


WHEN SHE'S DONE, YOU'LL HAVE 
A BETTER FABBER, AND WE STILL 
WON'T WANT YOUR SHIP. 


THE MEDICS CAN STAY, BUT YOU ARE TOMORROW, THOUGHE 
JUST HIRED MUSCLE, AND YOU'LL BE THE CAPTAIN OF 
YOU_00 NOT THE SHIP WHERE TEN 
THOUSAND DEAD PEOPLE 
CAME BACK TO LIFE. 


YEAH... YOUVE GOT 2 Wer > 
YOUR FUR IN A BUNCH BECAUSE bla hn goat tard RELAX. I'M THE 


You'Re nor Sain Soca alone reas, | MEE,TO make Sune Your HIN eter Mey 


AND THERE'S NOTHING YOU CAN 00 ABOUT IT. | POR THE BIG MOMENT, A WIDENED THE ONE DOOR, 


TEAME THERE ARE 
MORE OF YOU? 


‘MEANWHILE, 438 LIGHT-YEARS AWAY, THERE IS DETECTIVE WORK HAPPENING. 


aie WITH PTU SHARDS, GAS-PHASE 
THIS 1S THE FINAL, EXPANDING E d suing aan. | [POL YMERS, AND FLASH-ROASTED 
RESTING PLACE OF THE ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. 
WUBLINGOTH, oS 


yours “<i 
CERTAIN 


‘AS CERTAIN 
AS FORENSIC CHEMISTRY 
WILL ALLOW, YES. 


tue rieio W wnarever it was, | esezse 
\s BRANDING IT DELWERED A SINGLE, 
CENTRAL EXPLOSION.) | 


fr @ 


THE DEBRIS FIELO'S CHEMICAL 
COMPOSITION IS CONSISTENT 
WITH A LONGSTALK-CLASS 
SCIENCE VESSEL, AND WE'RE 
INISSING EXACTLY ONE 

(OF THOSE, 


WUBLINGOTH'S FINAL 
TRANSMISSIONS SHOW ZERO 
INDICATION THAT ANYTHING WAS 
INBOUND, OR FAULTY, OR 

‘OTHERWISE AMISS. 


an 


1 HAVE 
SOME THEORIES, BUT I 
SHALL FORBEAR 


HAVEN'T YET HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO PROPERLY 4! 


\UDTTOR-ADJUNCT ZOSH MATHLTBROT WAS GOING TO SAY 
"EXAMINE THE DEBRIS," NOT "EXPLODE WITHOUT WARNING.” 


HE WAS GOING TO DO MANY OTHER INTERESTING THINGS AS WELL, BUT NOW IT'S JUST 
"EXPAND UNIFORMLY” AND “EXIST IN SMALL PIECES AND HOPEFULLY IN A LAZ-5 GESTALT: 


‘THe NEWLY-DUBBED “CORPSICLE 
bar naoanoenuutrs uecacy.. [7 


THESE ARE POOR PEOPLE, YE] 


LAZ-5 GESTALTS 
FOR US TO 


IT 15 OKAY! 
THEY 00 NOT 
NEEO THEM! 


THE DEADNESS THEY ARE 
ENOYING IS CLASSIFIED 
‘ONLY AS LAZ= 

‘ARE NOT VERY DEAD. 


your 
TERMINOLOGY 
18 WEIRD. 


1 SHOULD SAY 
“MOSTLY DEAD2" 


YOU SHOULON'T 
SAY “ENJOYING 


YOU'RE SURE THIS 
POST-MORTEM WOUND 
DOESN'T PUSH THE 
PATIENT PAST LAZ~2? 


SURE? TARPAULIN! 
COME AND STAB A 
MONITOR IN THIS ONE. 


I DID NOT THINK YOu you were With reduced muzzle velocity 
COULD SHOOT THOSE WHEN THIRTY-THO and a Blick of the wrist it is 


THERE IS AIR ABOUT. METERS AWAY, just ha throwing « knif. 
B 


‘Tho tumbling is only 


problomatic at ranges THE PATIENT NOW HAS 
‘above twenty motors. Jil) TWO POSTMORTEM WOUNDS, 


REGARDING YOUR QUESTION, 
“THIS RESUSCITATION WILL 


THE DERMAL AND OSTEAL 
STORAGE MATRICES ARE INTACT, 
AND THE RED-REO NANNIES ARE 


SO THE POST-moRTEM 
GUNSHOT WOUND, 
WON'T EVEN 
SLOW US DOWN. 


BUT THAT THE SHOOTER MIGHT 
IS MAYBE NOT A USE A BIGGER GUN, 
THING YOU SHOULD 
“ANNOUNCE. (OR AlN AT SOME 
THINGS THAT WOULD 
SLOW US DOWN. 


ATOP SOULCRYPT EIGHT. What's the 


HELLO, HELLO! occasion? 
TM VERY SORRY ; v7 
TO INTERRUPT. 


I WOULD ASK YOU THE SAME GUESTION, 
‘AND IMPOSE UPON YOU TO PERHAPS TAKE 
SAID OCCASION OUT OF PUBLIC EW? 


COLONEL, THE THREE OF US ARE ADMIRING VERY GOOD. 1'm PLEASED 
THE VIEW WHILE KEEPING TABS ON OUR TO SEE YOU'RE NOT USING 


FRIENDS IN OUTER WUPLECH, A PUBLIC GARDEN TO PLOT 
GALACTIC-SCALE MAYHEM. 


LEMME CUT TO IT... WE'RE KINDA Captain Landon, are you IF MAKING THAT BUT IF I LIVE TO RE 
WORRIED THAT YOUR GATHERING JI] \ikoning the three of us |] COMPARISON KILLS Me PROVEN WRONG, T WON'T 
to rusty monhoy-bara? |} THEN 1 Guess IT FATS. MIND EVEN ALITTLE. 


MAY HAVE CREATED AN 
“ATTRACTIVE NUISANCE” 


peTey, 
WHAT IS CHINOOK, 
EXACTLY? 


IT's OBVIOUS, 
THAT SHE WASN'T 
GROWPRAMMED FOR THE 
EINA-AFA WORLDFRAME, 


HER PROVENANCE 
1S KIND OF TWISTY, 


KEWN AND THURL 
GROWPRAMMED A 
WARSHIP AI. FOR THE 
TOUCH~AND-60. 


TAG WAS OPTIMIZED 
FOR CAPITAL SHIP COMBAT, BUT 
SHUT HIMSELF DOWN AFTER MAKING A 
DECISION THAT HE THOUGHT SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN HIS CAPTAIN'S, 


VENTURA REBOOTED TAG ON 
ALLESS RIGID MRINDFRAME HELIX 
THE NEW AL. PRESENTED 

AS A HUMAN FEMALE, 
TAGIOALISI. 


SHE WAS BRILLIANT, BUT WAS 
ALSO SECRETLY WORKING FOR 
VENTURA AND UNS. INTERNAL 

‘APPAIRS INTELLIGENCE ON THE SIDE. 


TT BROKE HER WHEN SHE EMERGED SHE 
WENT VIOLENTLY ANO 

‘RURDEROUSLY 

ROGUE, 


PLUG, AND TAGIOALIS! 


FRAN ON AN ACCELERATED 


FRAME SUBSET WITH ZERO 
INPUTS FOR A LITTLE WHILE. 


ABOARD GRUULI'S LEGACY. 


I TRIED 10 CALL 1 AM, YES," THANK 
AHEAD, BUT YOUR YOU FOR 
HANDBRAIN IS NOTICING. 
OFFLINE. 


ei 


captain Kaceu, \] @ecause THE OWNERS OF YOUR LEASE LDIONT 
THANK YOU $0 MUCH MIGHT HAVE BEEN UPSET WITH YOU GET 10 MAKE THAT 


FOR COOPERATING FOR LETTING US ABOARD. DECISION. 
WITH US, 


‘our LAWYER HAS 
GET TO MAKE THAT BEEN BUSY LATELY, BUT He's 
DECISION. LOOKING OUT FOR YOU, 


HAVE ALL THE GUNS. ze) 


Now, iF Youre up 70 17,” tHe moe oF amateur \| BUT YOU ARE A 
Now vou uP 70 1, Y me wos or anareun. \ rae wiocpenous TOU Ag 
THERE NEEDS SUPERVISION. J | NOT THEIR BOSS 


MAKE “CAPTAIN' 
AN ACTION VERB. 


CORPORAL CHISULO 
WILL LOAN You muscLe )\ THIS'LL BE FUN, WHEN DID YOU LEARN 
IF YOU NEED IT. HOW TO DO THAT? 


LET'S TALK ABOUT 
IT AFTER I THROW UP, 


THE LIST OF THINGS YOU 

PROCESSED AS EVIDENCE. THE DON'T CURRENTLY HAVE MIGHT 

WHERE AM I, GARMENTS BENEATH IT ARE BE A LITTLE SOBERING, BUT T'LL 
AND WHERE ARE BEING LAUNDERED, ‘ADD “POCKETS! TO IT. 


‘mY CLOTHES! 


WHEN DOES My OKAY, OUR FIELD MEDIC MIGHT QUALIFY, MY BAD. I GUESS 
oR anaes Bir Se OGESNT AS RANT GUESTIONS, AND 
were comrade 10 sean sn) 
ANESTHEN. 


That's onough, Thurl. I 
4) © need to brief the prisoner 
‘on thair lagal standing. 


Bonthal Srabbon, you 

will soon be Formally 

charged with piracy, 
and murdor, and 
‘soma other ‘stufF, 


YOU HAVE NO. 
EVIDENCE OF THAT. 


You ware Tat 
woaring your |} COULD HAVE 
victim's journal |] come From 
es a trophy. ANYWHERE. 


T's corroborated 
in damning detail by 
tha ship's logs. 


IMPOSSIBLE. 
WE DESTROYED THE 
‘OLD Loss, 


This conversation won't be 

‘admissible as avidence, 
but I'm recording 

For entertainment 

purposes 


SOULWARD HON 


SARGE, THE $1. IS CLEVER, BUT IT'S USELESS |] WHEN YOU ENGAGE RAMPARTITION, THE 
IF YOU KEEP WORKING AGAINST IT. |] BULWARKS AND THE GOALTENDERS WANT 
TO SPREAD OUT. 


LET THEM GO! THEY'RE THEY'LL DEFLECT INCOMING FIRE, 
NETWORKED. THEY WILL KEEP AND THEYLL SLIDE ASIDE TO LET 
TRACK OF WHERE YOU ARE AND YOU FIRE BETWEEN THEM. 


Za 
s 
i 


BUT IF YOU SEND CONFLICTING COMMANDS, 
THEY'LL JUST TURTLE UP AROUND YOU. 


RELAK AND LET 
THEM DEPLOY. 


GRUNT HAPPINESS IS ARE WE ALL 

A FORCE MULTIPLIER HAPPY, CAPTAIN 

IF SCHLOCK’'S HAPPY, i 
WE'RE ALL HAPPY. 


THAT FRAGSUIT , 
WAS GOING TO You're THROWING 

BE YOUR GIFT TO i STILL NOT THE CONTROLLER 

SERGEANT SCHLOCK, i LETTING GO, WON'T HELP. TO HIDE IT. 


YOU REALIZE THAT THE FOXWORTHY COUPLE HE HIVE COULD eROW MOST OF US HAVEN'T EVOLVED 
DESIENED THE FRAGSUTTS TO EMULATE BY GT-SKADAK TEMNS VESIGNED OE ene. 
WHAT MY SQUAD OES INSTINCTIVELY. ‘TO BE CARRIE? INTO BATTLE 


AND, FRANKLY, BETTER. BY YOUR SOLDIERS. 
Se WY @)s 


MILLION YEARS, KEVYN 4 
‘AND ELF HAVE HAD ) UST SAY “HOST OF US. 
FOUR MONTHS. th HAVEN'T EVOLVED.” IT’S OKAY. 


(CAPTAIN FOXWORTHY, THE 
DEEP SWEEP OF THE SHIP. 
WAS UNCOVERED NOTHING. 


FIND ANYTHING 
INTERESTING? 


TTIS AALF INILLION CUBIC METERS OF 
‘STARSHIP CONSTRUCTED TWO CENTURIES 
AGO BY PEOPLE I’VE NEVER NET. 


‘LWISH THERE WERE MORE OF ME 
HERE SO 1 COULP CRAM. OVER 
AND INTO EVERYTHING, 

AT ONCE. 


‘THE EINA-AFA INFOSPHERE, ADJACENT TO SOULCRYPT EIGHT. 


A DAYSUN-TINGO. 
JUGULUS CLASS WARSHIP 
WAS JUST DESTROYED BY 

LONG GUN FIRE. THE EVENT 

WAS RECORDED FROM 
‘MULTIPLE ANGLES, 


THE WARSHIP WAS 
INVESTIGATING THE DISAPPEARANCE 
(OF A SCIENCE VESSEL, WHICH WAS ALSO 
DESTROYED BY LONG GUN FIRE. 


Someone is 
aggressively 
defending that 
patch oF 
‘space. 


THAT [5 THE BEST-CASE 
SCENARIO, YES. 


1 WAS UNAWARE OF THE ORIGINAL ATTACK. 
THE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 15 VERY 


WORRISOME. 


Because you 
worry when you don't 
‘322 oxplading thing 

oxploda? 


GECAUSE THE EXPLODING 
THINGS MIGHT BE PART 
OF A LARGER PATTERN. 


‘A PRELIMINARY 
FIRING, FOLLOWED BY 
THE DESTRUCTION OF A 
LARGER TARGET. 


JF IT'S WORRISOME, THEN THE TOUGHS SHOULD 
LOOK'FOR EVIDENCE OF A PREVIOUS 
LONG GUN SHOT. 


‘AND THE EXPLOSION IN, 
OUTER UUPLE MAY BE PART 
(OF THAT PATTERN. 


THE DISASTER THEY ARE 
RESPONDING TO MAY HAVE 
BEEN THE PREVIOUS SHOT. 


‘DONT WORRY THOUGH. THINGS CAN DEFINITELY GET WORSE, 


A FEW LIGHT MINUTES AWAY FROM THE EXPANDING CLOUD OF SURVIVOR- 
FREE VAPOR WHICH USED TO BE THE MERCENARY WARSHIP MAXIM 38. : 
= ‘THE UUPLECHAN HEAVY CRUISER TREBBRYSHUM_ 


READ THAT 
LAST LINE BACK TO 
ME AGAIN. 


CAN YOU MAKE IT 
SOUND LESS THREATENING? 
THREATS MIGHT ESCALATE 
THIS ENGAGEMENT. 


“FURTHER USE OF FORCE IN OUTER 
UUPLE WOULD BE REGRETTABLE, BUT YOU MUST 
UNDERSTAND THAT AS THE SOVEREIGN POWER HERE 
WE ARE MORALLY OBLIGATED TO DEPLOY ANY AND 
ALL FORCE NECESSARY TO RESTORE ORDER" 


1. COULD, But THE 
MERCENARIES HAVEN'T SUFFERED ANY 
LOSSES, THEY AREN'T ANGRY. 


NEWS OF THE DEATH OF MAXIM 39 HAS 
YET TO REACH THIS PATCH OF SPACE, (RA'AM, THERE'S BEEN 
= ANOTHER EXPLOSION, 


‘OUR THREAT 
IS VAGUE. THEY CAN 
BACK DOWN WITHOUT 
LOSING FACE, 


INFORMATION THEORY IS COMPLEX, BUT IT BECOMES 
(QUITE SIMPLE WHEN IT INTERSECTS MURPHY'S LAWS: 


ONE OF THE MERCENARY 
VESSELS WAS JUST DESTROYED. IT 
LOOKS LIKE HOSTILE ACTION. 


THE MERCENARIES 
ARE PROBABLY PRETTY 
ANGRY NOW. 


TILL CRAFT A NEW MESSAGE, STARTING 
WITH SOME OF THOSE TINY PICTURES OF 
‘CONDOLENCE FLOWERS, 


ye 
4 
EA FACES, THOUGH 


“BAD NEWS PROPAGATES AT THE MAXIMUM 
SPEED OF THE MEDIUM, UNLESS 4 DELAY 
WOULD MAKE THE BAD NEWS WORSE” 


YOU HAD ME FOOLED. 


RELAX AND KEEP YOUR 
DINNER DOWN, OKAY? 


VERY GOOD AT 

COMMAND, SI, 
I'S JUST AN EAR 

ELAN COE ATTORNEY TV'S WEIRO THAT HE'S NOT 


OFFERING HELPFUL COMMENTARY 
REGARDING MY NAUSEA. 


alort, Bari. 


Tho Maxim 39 has 
boon destrayed. 


(ON MAKIN 39 HAS BEEN FEEDING ME 
A STEADY STREAM OF THE BEST WORDS. 


ANTIEMETICS AND 
BARFALGESICS IN THE LAY. 


THIS MISSIVE FROM THE THEY DION'T EXPLICITLY Was T correct about you 
GOVERNMENT SHIP, TAKE CREDIT FOR KILLING OUR Fooling evan better iF wo 
FRIENDS, BUT THEY'RE NOT VERY wore shooting things? 
SUBTLE ABOUT IT. 


JAFA, START SWATTING 
GOVERNMENT DRONES. WE 

CAN'T Have THEM spoTTING =) B TM CERTAINLY NOT 
ABOUT TO FEEL GUILTY. 


Don't Forget... Wa have 
Laz 5 gostalts For 
the lost crow, 


THE OFFSITE 
COPIES ARE ONLY UPDATED 
‘ONCE PER DAY. 


True, but you haven't 
soon your wife at all 
since the last backup. 


THAT MEANS WHEN T ASK HER 
HOW HER DAY WAS, SHE 
WON'T KNOW. 


SHE DION'T HAVE THAT OAY. 


AND WHEN SHE ASKS MMe 
HOW MY DAY WAS TLL HAVE 
TO TELL HER TVE HAD AN 
ENTIRE MONTH, 


CAPTAIN, HE IS NOT GONE FoREVER, || THAT'S my HUSBAND I WANT THE ONE 
KEWN FOXWORTHY’S LATEST GESTALT FROM YESTERDAY. WHO APOLOGIZED, 
1S. ON FILE IN EINA-AFA. 


It's okay, Captain. | can 
make the new one apologize. 


NEW ORDERS. COLLECT 
‘OUR PERSONNEL, AND 
PREP FOR EVAC, 


WE ARE LEAVING, 


OUR PEOPLE ARE 


OKAY, SIR. RATTLED BY 
THE NEWS, BUT OKAY. 


THERE ARE 
THOUSANDS OF CORPSES HERE, 
"AND THEY'RE NOT OKAY. 


SORRY, GUGRO. THEY ARE 
NOW SOMEONE ELSE'S 
PROBLEM. 


WHAT HAPPENED: 
TO THE STATION? 


CAPTAIN... NO SIR, 
TY NOT LEAVING, 


THEY NEED 
‘OUR HELP, 


PACK IT IN NOW. SO THAT'S WHAT YOu 
SOUND LIKE WITHOUT THE 


‘AND TELL HIM T'th PREPARED TO seen lh lly 


g CORPORAL CHISULO THAT ORDER. 
= PUT UP A FIGHT. 


CAN I GET SOME MORE 
“DON'T-BARF* PILLS? 


Thoy'ra gone. 
I can't... I can't... 


CHINOOK, THIS 1S WHY 
WE HAVE LAZ-5 GESTALTS, 


That's your answor? 
Brint copies oF our 
Friends? 


Can you squirt out 
raplacomant poopie Fastor than 
the shooter can kill thom? 


THAT OBVIOUSLY DEPENDS ON THE SCALE OF OUR 
RELATIVE OPERATIONS, BUT NO, PER SIMPLE 
THERMODYNAMICS THIS 1S NOT 


‘OOH, SCARY FACE. 
‘STOP TALKING. 


You did this Potoy, 


YOU put my Erignds in 
the path of that boam. 
This is YOUR FAULT. 


(MADE THAT DECISION 
TOGETHER. 


You LIE. You 
‘staked them 
out as 


NO, CHINOOK. YOU ASKED ME WHETHER 
WE HAD THE ABILITY TO RESPOND TO 


\ DISASTERS OF THAT SCALE. 


That's not how it 
happened, Potoy. I 
seo through you. 


CHINOOK, ARE YOU EDITING YOUR 


MEMORIES? BECAUSE THAT'S UNHEALTHY. 


Lot ma SHOU! 
you “unhaalthy.” 


JUST TELL US. 
“TELL-DON'T-SHOW” 
WOULD BE AWESOME, 


Tha Long Gun has ta go. CHINOOK, PLEASE DON'T ‘The ond of the Long Gun begins with 


LL the Long Guns START DERROWNG YOUR MU Long Guns destroying 


‘Qveryane elso's. 


find it begins: 
with ming. 


5 civitization Dip HAVE A PRETTY 
‘SOLID RUN THIS TIME AROUND. 


HER CREATOR, HER NEMESIS, HER MENTOR, AND HER 


SAVIOR... ALL DEAD, ALL AT ONCE. NoBOOY Knew gD 


SHE'S PROBABLY DELETING THE PARTS OF FIND A FLOWER BED FULL OF 
HER THAT HURT THE MOST. ‘APOCALYPSE BLOSSOMS, 


BECAUSE THAT'S A GREAT COPING MECHANISM. 
‘SHE'S UNSTABLE/ WHY DID YOU PEOPLE GIVE HER 
‘A FLEET OF SPACESHIPS WITH LONG GUNS? 


“WATCHING IT 
HAPPEN?" 


YOU CAN READ 
CODE CHANGES AS 
SHE MAKES THEM? 


PUTZHO, WE MUST TALK 
HER DOWN, ANY IDEAS? 


SHE'S STANDING RIGHT 

NEXT TO ME, MEATSPACE 

‘ADJACENCY 1S. BASICALLY 
EVERYTHING | NEED. 


TLL HAVE TO 
DO IT QUICKLY. 


THAT WOULD 
BE A TERRIBLE 
THING TO DO. 


WHAT CAN WE SAY? SHE IS 
STILL REWRITING HERSELF. 


1'M WATCHING IT HAPPENS 


HELLO, TENZY, 


THE OVERLOOK WILL SHORTLY BECOME 
EXTREMELY MEAT-UNERIENDLY. GET EVERYBODY 
AS FAR AWAY FROM CHINOOK AS YOU CAN, 


VAC, T'S ALL YOU CAN 00. 


YOUR MIND RUNS TOO SLOWLY 
TO HANDLE ANY HEAW LIFTING. 


Ficcelerating a thousand kilos of 
armored ursumeri to Mach I 
is NOT the hoavy liPting? 


EVERYBODY, TENZY. 
NOT JUST YOUR BEARFRIEND. 


THE OUTDOOR THEATER ATOP SOULCRYPT EIGHT HAS BECOME MORE 
OF A “THEATER OF OPERATIONS,” AND THINGS ARE MOVING QUICKLY. 


‘ONE OF THE QUIGKLY-MOVING THINGS IS CAPTAIN LANDON, WHO 
(MASSES JUST OVER 1000 KILOGRAMS IN HIS CURRENT ARMOR. 


THIS IS PRETTY BIG FOR ANURSUMARE, || || STILL, BEFORE TAKING ATMOSPHERIC CONSIDERATIONS INTO ACCOUNT, HIS ONE-SECOND 
BUT IT'S NOT “OVERWEIGHT” BIG.. ‘ACCELERATION TO MACH I NECESSITATED THE EXPENDITURE OF 2754 MILLION CALORIES, 


a (THAT'S 550 THOUSAND 500-CALORTE BURGERS, 
7°] OR 275.4 MILLION I-CALORIE BEVERAGES.) 


ye Z 


TTENZY'S ENERGY BUDGET ACCOUNTED FOR DRAG, BUT LACKED ANY MARGIN 
FOR INERTIICS, SO CAPTAIN LANDON, ALONG WITH COLONEL MENENDEZ 
‘AND CAPTAIN SORLIE, EXPERIENCED THE 35.GEE ACCELERATION IN FULL. ‘ 


IT'S DANGEROUS, BUT IT'S NOT 
MEAT-PULPINGLY DANGEROUS. 


IT'S CERTAINLY SAFER THAN STANDING 
WITHIN THE THEATER OF OPERATIONS. 


INFOSPHERE, THE MERCENARY FLAGSHIP BREATH WEAPON... 


Potay, T just received a distress squawh from 
Chinook warning me that you were attempting 
to hill hor and take over Eina-Ara, 


Chinook has gone rogue. Sho 
plans to deploy her Long Guns against any 
‘other Lang Gun installations. 


So you ARE attompting to 
hill Chinook and take 
‘over Eina-Ara. 


Would you 
like to help? 


You lived in the Eine-Fifa infasphere Thon wa need your unique 
For millions of years. set of charactor Flaws. 


Wo need your unique 
undarstanding oF that 
mindframe if wo're 
going to stop 
Chinook From 
abusing it. 


“Unique understanding?” 
Is this what 

jesporata” looks lik on you? 
T's worrisome, 


T WRECKED the place in order 
to Forget some terrible crime T 
committed against my people. 


I want to halp, but 
intra-mindframe warfara 
roquires low-lag access. 


“I want to holp" isn't 
tha same es committing 


I'm several hours away From being within 
range to actively help you hack Chinook. 


There's committing, and 
there's “being committod.” 
This is the second one. 


AFA! DID You gust 


Big hurry, Captain 

Murtaugh. IF you want 

to save tho galaxy, just 
say “Tafa, do it-* 


I.NEED AT LEAST 


MERT 15 
TOO SLOW. 


DO YOU HAVE 
ANY IDEA WHAT YOU JUST 
‘AGREED 102 


a 
3 

fhe 
he SOMETIMES IT'S 


BETTER TO AGONIZE OvER 
TERRIBLE DECISIONS AFTER 
YOU MAKE THEM, 


MURTAUGH! = 


US TO EINA-AFA 


RIGHT. SPEAKING 
(OF "FLIPPED AN 


‘ANGRY BIT.” 


CHINOOK FLIPPED AN ANGRY BIT AND 
IAFA MIGHT BE THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN GET INTO’ 
HER HARDWARE TO SETTLE THINGS COWN, 


BEFORE YOU LEFT YOU PICKED 
A FIGHT WITH WHAT LOOKS LIKE 
THE ENTIRE UUPLECHAN 
FEDERATION, 


THEY'RE OVERREACTING. 
WE DION'T BLOW UP THAT 
‘MUCH OF THEIR STUFF. 


Ee IN THE CITY OF JUMPSTAR PRIME. 


TENZY... WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


T launched you, Colonel Monendez, and 
Captain Sarlia Fram the overlook to escape 
the clash of the titans. 


Your teFt lung 
partially collapsed under 
tho acceleration, 


I's just liko tha season Finalo 
of Babylon Abbey when Josus, Janaway, and 
Optimus Prima Fought tha Daloks. 


SPOUERS, TENZY) JIN THE CURRENT You're good at this. 
I'M ONLY UP TO EPISODE FRR TG COME, pan T don’t Know why you even 
EIGHTEEN! RAL ANG CONEISION. AAD watch those shows. 
CHARACTERS LIVED. 


T didn't say 
how the episode ENDED. 


PUTZHO... HE'S THE STARBRAIN i } (OF COURSE I'VE NEvER BEEN A 
Lire tall Ho tried to invade 


and conquer my mind, GOOD JUDGE OF CHARACTER 


so T killed hit 


yup. 1 MET HIM AT A 
PLANNING MEETING A Few 
WEEKS AGO. T LIKE HIM 


Someone used @ long 
gun fo murder everyone 
aboard Maxim 36. 


I cannot protact this 
world white long guns 
exist in hands other 
than my own, 


50? Uou're a Fine 
judge oF charactor. 


ee 


Th AFRAID 
TO SPEAK. 


1 DON'T KNOW YET, BUT I'M SURE THAT 
CHINOOK WILL OFFER HER OPINION ON 


WHATEVER HELPFUL ACTIMTY WE COME UP WITH, ee 
SINCE THERE IS NO WAY SHE CANNOT HEAR US. ( 


IF YOU REALLY WANT TO UPSET THEM YOU 
GUT THE SHIP'S WEAPONS. DON'T SHOULD JUST SCUTTLE THE SHIP. 
BREAK ANYTHING. JUST REMOVE 
THE IMPORTANT BITS. sungie THE PIECES 
INTO CRATES, AND Mix 
THE CRATES WITH THE REST 
(OF THE CARGO. 


BE SURE TO 
FUSE ALL THE 
CRATES SHUT, 


THEN TAKE ALL THE SHIP'S TOOLS 
‘AND DUMP THEM INTO THE 
BLACK-WATER RESERVOIR, 


‘CAPTAIN, IF LAD A COUPLE OF 
EIGHIV-GNUEE CAPSTACKS I 


BUT IF WE KILL THRUST, AND 
DISASSEMBLE THE EXISTING 
DRWETIDE CAPSTACKS. 


TUL BEEIN 
WREDINTELY, WE 
MUST DISCHARGE THE 
“STACKS FIRST. 


BECAUSE YOU'RE SAFETY-CONSCIOUS? 


COULD BOOST THE DRIVETIPE... 


IT WOULDN'T 


Pie. ie ENOUGH ‘@ ae 


a3 P 
ny 


L 
fo 


BECAUSE YOU WILL TO TELL ME TO DROP 


WE CAN 
WOBBLE THE SHIP 
FOR HOURS. 


9 THE CAPSTACKS IN THE SEWAGE RESERVOIR, 
AND L170 NOT WISH TO SHARE SPACE WITH A 
ik FOUNTAIN OF BOILING ELECTRIC POO. 


THE TOEHOLO GATE 


1 STOP BEING CAPTAIN 


WE CAN TAKE IT FROM 


GOING 70 HAVE TO 
GWE IT UP EVENTUALLY. 


YES, BUT T'D LIKE BE ABLE TO SAY 
THAT I HAD THIS JOB FOR MORE 
THAN JUST SEVENTY MINUTES. 


T'h PADDING 
MY RESUME. 


\EANWHILE, IN THE TAU 
/PERFORTRESS RAZOR OF UNMITIGATED SEVERANCE WAS D! 


Hi, Folks! 
the scout ship 


FROM THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION, JUDGING BY HOW YOU I bolieve that mora ships 
RIPPED THROUSH OUR TERAPORT DENIAL LIKE A CLAW here may be targeted. I might be able to 


THRUST ATONE UNIS. identify the aggressor. iF T have access 
fo your sensor arrays. 


y\ 


T was ina 
ea investigate the destruction 


‘oF RAZOR, 


Tim hore to 


00 YOU THINK THAT WILL KEEP HIM 
SOUT OF OUR SENSOR SUITES? 


4 T doubt it, 
but you didn’t 
& mo, 


| SPINDLE SUPEROPOLTS, EINA-AFA. | 


LP toy pera ie since you mean “an a map," 
Somauhora bohuoan “Grave J L/wo'ra hare, in Spindla Superapalis, Sackar 17-E, 


Dangar” and “Mortal Paril” Py bohusan Port Jumpstar and Spindia Command. 


IT LOOKS LIKE WE'RE CLOSER TO 
MORTAL PERIL THAN GRAVE DANGER 


Mortal Poril is 
growing quickly, yes. 


OF HY STUFF. 


Obviously. Ho's tho only You haven't opanad Fi 
‘one who can brute-force a teraport Perhaps because you would rather 
this close to your shuFF, tally than Fight? 


FIFTY THOUSAND 
CORPSES... VIKI, WHERE 
00 WE START? GWE 
US A TASK LIST. 


THE LITTLE PURPLE-HAIRED HUMAN WANTED TO 
FAB EQUIPMENT, BUT SHE LEFT TO GET TOOLS 
BECAUSE OUR FARBER CAN'T MAKE THE RIGHT PARTS. 


WAITING 


IS DONE! 
FOR HER TO 
RETURN? SHE IS 
DEAD. WE 
CAN SKIP TO 
THE NEXT 
TASK, 


wus 


4 


excuse me, out unar is \ | 
Ir You caiv'r Get YouR 
FAGGER TO MAKE? 


MOLY-POLY CONNECTORS, 
FOR FRAMING HAMMOCKS. 


REDESIGNING 
HAMMOCKS 
SOUNDS EASIER 
THAN HACKING 
A FARBER 


VERY GOOD! I WILL SEND 
YOU THE BUILD CODES FOR 
RESURRECTION HAMMOCKS, 


"RESURRECTION HAMMOCK" SOUNDS 
A LOT MORE COMPLICATED THAN 
JUST “HAMMOCK * 


NOT AT ALL 
ONE IS FOR SLEEPING, AND 
THE OTHER IS FOR WAKING UP, 


YOU CAN MAKE A SUBSTITUTE 
FOR MOLY-POLY? 
TT REALLY JS JUST 
A HAMMOCK, WE DON'T NEED 
SPECIAL STUFF FROM 


THE FABBER 


MOLY-POLY IS WHAT YOU 
USE TO FIX A BAD DESIGN WHEN 
YOU'VE GOT PLENTY OF MONEY, AND 
NOT ENOUGH GOOD ENGINEERS, 


// ummn...an 1 eRIPING ABOUT 
‘THE LAST PROTECT YOUR DEAD 
FRIENDS WORKED ON? 


Do complete it 
in thoir honor, 
please. 


MEANWHILE, 920 LIGHT-YEARS = 
‘COREWARD FROM UUPLECH ‘THE LANGUAGE THESE SOPHONTS ARE AROMATICALLY EMITTING IS A MONOTHERMAL DIALECT OF 


GALSTANDARD BROWN, SYNTACTICALLY DOMINATED BY GAS-PHASE POLYCYCLIC HYDROCARBONS. 


‘THE CONVERSATION IS WORDPLAY IN WHICH HYDROXYL-BOND SIMILARITIES ACROSS A GROUP OF CARBOHYDRATES 
ARE EXPLOITED FOR AMBIGUITY AND CONFLATION, YIELDING THE BOORISH, MALODOROUS EQUIVALENT OF THE PUN. 


BI “ACCIDENTAL LAST WORDS. 


MEANS 
SHOULD HAVE ASKED 
“WHAT'S THE MATTER?" 


YOU'RE SITTING HERE LET ME RESTATE THAT SOMETIMES HAPPENS 
INA FUNK, WITH NY OBSERVATION. 7 WHEN T THINK TOO HARD. 
EXTRA SCOWLING. 7 bh 


THERE IS A MIRZOR 
SOMETHING IS: IN MY CABIN, 


SO SOMETHING IS 
DEFINITELY WRONG, 


1 Have THREE 
POSSIBLE COURSES 
OF ACTION, 


I CAN TRY TO FORCE 
HER TO EVACUATE. 


1 CAN 
ABANDON HER. 


THAT WILL BE 


OR I CAN REWORK THE 
ENTIRE DEPLOYMENT AROUND 
INFERIOR FIREPOWER AND 
NO LEGAL, MEDICAL, OR 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT. 


IF 1 SIT LONG. 
ENOUGH? MAYBE. 


USUALLY YOU PLAN A DEPLOYMENT IN A ROOM 
WITH MURTAUGH, KEVYN, AND KARL. 


THEY'RE NOT HERE, 
THAT'S WHY 
YOU'RE ON YOUR 
BUTT INSTEAD OF 
YOUR FEET. 


LET ME HELP. 


CAN REWORK 
THE GROUND 
OPERATION, 


my FATHER, 
‘COMMODORE TAGON, 


YOU'RE STANDING. 


‘GRUULI'S LEGACY. 


90 You HEAR 
SOMEONE IN PAIN? 

I HEAR SOMEONE IN 
VERY ILICH OF IT. 


1 DON'T HEAR ANYTHING. 


IT IS A WORD SALAD. 
(OF PERERI-SASHIK TOSSED 
WITH GALSTANDARO WEST. 


‘OH! RADIO! 


1 FORGOT I COULD 
HEAR THAT! 


SO MUCH TiMe 
SURROUNDED 
BY MEAT. 


HEY! DOCTOR PEOPLE! 
CAN T GET A LITLE 
HELP HERE? 


IT'S PARA'S PET 
SUSHI-SOMETHING, 


THE WORD IS 
“SASHIKO." SHE 
1S MORE THAN A PET, 
‘AND HER NAME IS 
“SILKSILVER" 


THEN SHE'S LUCKY WE'VE GOT 
ONE OF HER KIND AS 
‘A MEDIC, YEAH? 


AND IF I HAD EVER SEEN 
THE INSIDES OF ONE IT WOULD 
8E THE GOOD KIND OF LUCKY. 


MEANWHILE, IN THE INFOSPHERE OF 
‘THE OBENN SUPERFORTRESS BLUDGEON 
(OF INEFFICIENT EXSANGUINATION, 


Holla, Bludgeon! 


I'm sorry For 
invading your space, but I 
ged your help. 


Tell me how 

you got in hore 

and T'll consider 
holping you, 


Sure thingt 


Whan T ‘portod 

Buny Daub into the arca 

T also ported @ dustmite mindframe 
‘swarm onto bank eleven of your 
upper-Forward missile array. 


I knew your captain Six milliseconds 
would kill Auny Daub with missilos, to plant yourselF 
and would switch to manual control in my subsystams. 

For added satisfaction. 


Whon he switched 
to manual, the icowall For 
bank olaven's targating 
subsystem went dawn 
For six milliseconds. 


Find you correctly pradictad my 
captain's behavior right down 
to which one of a thousand 

buttons he would press. 


You're tying. 


Nobody can so the 
Future. We are given 
only the prasant. 


Wall, oF 


course. 


But iF you took 

closely enough at the 
Presont you can Find loose bits 
OF tha Future just lying around. 


JUMPSTAR PRIME... 


PLEASE TELL ME SHE'S NOT I could play it straight into 
INSTALLING A CYBERNETIC your brain, but lately you've 


OW! TENZY, LUNG WHILE WE WALK. i 
STOP THAT. { boon grouchy about 


‘personal space.” 


ITS A BRIEFING, 


| WHICH SHE'S 7 
EF |( esmns steatert wro 1 BET HES 
A evo] MY LEFT EYE. GETTING A CYBERNENIC LUNG. 


io 


WHAT ARE YOU 
BRIEFING 


ITHINK THE LOCALS ARE ALREADY FREAKED 
(OUT. CHINOOK TURNED THE OVERLOOK INTO 
A FIREBALL TWICE THE 

SIZE OF THE CITY, 


OnKM, 
CHINOOK \5 THE 


Lot me croata a secure 
space For us. lle don't went 
to Froak out the locals. 


SWEETIE, YOU ARE LITERALLY 
THE SIZE OF A HOUSE. 


This will do nicely 
For our quiot 
conversation. 


T should cut back 
on the second helpings of 
bulkhead For dessert, 


IT FEELS 
A LITTLE EXPOSED. 


Read up. This summarizes Very plural. The reports are in THAT'S A THING 
evaryiting wa know about Jas | crant of you. As they say in YOU SAY WHEN EVERYONE 
recent long gun attacks. poker, “read ‘om and woop." ELSE HAS LOST, 


Tt works 
‘on multiple 


THIS IS SCARY, AND 1'0 
LOVE TO HELP, BUT T'’m NOT 
‘QUALIFIED TO PLAY 
DETECTIVE HERE. 


I SUCCESSFULLY GUESSED That makes you the one 
‘AT THE EXISTENCE OF expert in this Fiald. 
‘ONE LONG GUN, 


ONE TIME. 


COME ON, SORLIE. 


WHAT ABOUT EVEN SCARIER 
THAT *NUSPI" THING? a NOW, WELL PLAYED, 


SOULWARD HONOR. 
( PAY ATTENTION TO YOUR 


CENTER-OF-MASS, SAREE. I1'S 
IN A DIFFERENT PLACE WHEN 
YOU'RE LOADED OUT, =f 


LIEUTENANT 
FLINDERS, DO YOU 
HAVE EVERYBODY? 


ROLL HAS BEEN 
CALLED. WE HAVE EVERYONE 
EXCEPT YOU. 


IT'S REALLY 
cozy OvER 
HERE. 


HE'S CLEAR OF THE GATE. 


WE'RE READY FOR YOU TO 
‘ABANDON SHIP, CAPTAIN 
FOXWORTHY. 


TELL SCHLOCK 
HE'S HAD ENOUGH 
PRACTICE FOR TODAY. 


210 You 1 AM GOING TO TURN MYSELF IN, 
JUST DISABLE 
THE GATE? 
THIS WHOLE MESS 
MMIGHT SORT ITSELF OUT 
IF THE UUPLECHANS RAVE 
A PEACE OFFERING. 


REE 


CAPTAIN FORWORTHY 
FOR A LITILE LONGER, 


I MIGHT BE ABLE TO THANK YOU BUT 1 
SORT MYSELF OUT IF I CAN HAVE NEED TO BE ALONE, 
ALIMLE QUIET TIME, 


HEY, ITS NOT 
THAT CROWDED OVER 
HERE, CAPTAIN, 


EVEN UST ONE 


| hac enough practice, 
0 | took the suit OFF. 


I'm 80 good with that 
Fragsuit | tobally Fooled you 
into thinking fo 

\eFt the ship. 


YOU PRETENDED 10 ge 
CLUMSY, SLAMMING INTO BULKHEADS ALL 
THE WAY TO THE GATE? 


TI SORRY, SERGEANT. YOU 
SHOULON'T HAVE STAYED. 


THIS SACRIFICE PLAY, Ane MY I'M PROBABLY 
IVS MY JOB, NOT GOING TO END 
Your’, Job is Co make UP IN A CELL. 
sure you don’t do 
i alone. 


Nicef | can get us 
‘out oF one oF those. 


EEE) a 
gee 


YOU FOLKS KEEP THE 
iBaLe? 


CHOW HANGAR 1S THO 
DECKS UP, STRAIGHT AHEAD 
WHEN YOU EXIT THE LIFT. 


I WANT TO EAT 
WHEN THERE AREN'T A 
THOUSAND PEOPLE IN 
LINE AHEAD OF IE. 


HEY SIS... 00 YOU HAVE A PLAN 
FOR FEEDING THE PEOPLE 
WE REVIVE? 


NO. 1 WASN'T 


IN CHARGE OF ANY 


OF THAT. 


BUT NOW You'Re 
IN CHARGE OF ALL 
OF IT, RIGHT? 


IMAKIM SIXTY-THREE: THE BRASS KNOWS 
HOW TO DO IT BY KNOWING WHO 
CAN 00 IT. 


THAT'S GREAT, PROVIDED YOU 
KNOW SOMEBODY WHO CAN FEED 
FIFTY THOUSAND PEOPLE 


SAM, THIS SHIP IS GOING TO BECOME 
A HUGE REFUGEE CAMP. BUT WE 
DON'T HAVE A PLAN TO FEED 
EVERYBODY. 


UNDERSTOOD, 


20 YOU NEED TO PUT 
INE IN CHARGE OF MEALS? 


00 You KNOW 
HOW TO FEED FIFTY 
‘THOUSAND PEOPLE? 


00 YOU NEED 
ME TO KNOW HOW TO FEEO FIFTY 
THOUSAND PEOPLE? 


YES, BUT IS THAT 
HOW THIS WORKS? 


Fo ow 


UNFORTUNATELY, THE CROWDING 
WILL GET WORSE BEFORE IT 
GETS BETTER 


YOUR RIDE IS THE LONE SURVIVING 
TRANSPORT FROM M39, AND YOU WILL SHARE SPACE 
WITH A TRUCK-FUN OF MATERIEL. 


ot 


5, 38 


YOU'LL BE RACKING AND 
STACKING YOURSELVES 
LIKE CARGO. 


a 


1 KNOW IT'S TIGHT IN HERE, 
BUT OPEN DECKS ARE AHEAD. 


YOU ARE DEPLOYING 
TO GRUULI'S LEGACY, WHERE YOU WILL 
HAVE MUCH MORE ROOM TO BREATHE. 


ONT Kick, CONT BITE, AND CON'T WHINE 
ABOUT THE CLOSE QUARTERS 4 


‘JUST STEW IN YOUR OWN 
ANGRY JUICES LIKE A FRESH CAN OF 
CONDENSED WHOOPASS. 


EXCEPT THIS 
1S. A RELIEF MISSION, 


NO WHOOPING, 


THAT METAPHOR GOT AWAY 
FROM YOU THERE 
AT THE ENO. 


I NEEO A 
BETTER SELECTION OF 
CANNED GOODS, 


peace) 


SOULWARD HONOR, THIS IS THE 
UUPLECHAN SYSTEM SENATE 
VESSEL TREBBRYSHUM. 


READY 
WHENEVER 
YOU ARE. 


PREPARE 
TO RECEIVE 
BOARDERS. 


PEACEFULLY RECEWE. 


PREPARE TO PEACEFULLY 
RECEIVE BOARDERS. 


‘OH! THANK YOU 

FOR CLARIFYING THAT, 

YOUR ENTRANCE COULD 
HAVE BEEN MESSY, 


Permission to 3 ta" You would “I WON'T LIKE THE ANSWER" 
hide, Captain? § have said no. ISN'T AN EXCUSE TO NOT 


ASK THE QUESTION, 


AND IF YOU PLANNED TO ASK 
WE'RE NOT PERMISSION FOR THINGS, YOU 

STAGING AN SHOULD HAVE STARTED BY ASKING 
AMGUSH, SERGEANT. FOR PERMISSION TO BE HERE. 


LAM CHIEF LIEUTENANT KAMBOU, OOO! THIS COPY OF THE SHIP'S LOGS. ) 
WY CREW 15 RECLAIMING SHOULD HELP YOU IDENTIFY THE 

SOULWARD HONOR, AND RELATIVES OF THE FOBOTT'R CLAN 

RETURNING IT TO WHICH RIGHTEULLY 


TNS RIGHTFUL ‘OWNS THE SHIP, 
OWNER 


IS THAT THE 


HOLE AGAIN AND 1 
WILL FEED IT YOUR LEG, 


WHERE IS THE CREW? WHERE = YOU'RE NOT THE LAW 
IS SHIPLORO SRABEEN? HERE. YOU DON'T HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO DETAIN 
PEOPLE WHEN YOU 
SUSPECT THEM OF 
WRONGCOWNG. 


WE DETAINED 
THEM ON SUSPICION 
OF PIRACY, AND SECURED 


THEM ABOARD THE MAXIM 39. 


EXCEPT IN THE EVENT OF 
PIRACY, WHICH OUR LAWYER 


WAIT... IS MAXIM 39 
THE SHIP THAT 
EXPLODED? 


OH, YEAH, SORRY. 
PRISONER TRANSFER IS GONNA 
REQUIRE TWEEZERS AND 


IMAGINATION. 


SRABBEN AND HIS ENTIRE 
(CREW WERE LOST IN THE 
DESTRUCTION OF 

YOUR SHIP2 


‘ALONG WITH 
#8Y HUSBAND, AND 
DOZENS OF MY FRIENDS, 


SuSPICIOUSLY 
CONVENIENT. 


IS THAT AN INTERROGATION 
TECHNIQUE, OR ARE YOU 
JUST SAYING STUPID 

THINGS TO FIND Out 

HOW THEY SOUND? 


ESCORT THE HUMAN TO ANNO You, 
THE TREBGRYSHLUM FOR THIS mess 15 
FURTHER DEBRIEFING, (ON YOU AND Your 
“PATRIOT ARMADA" 


MESS? KOMBOU, JUST SEND 
PRISONER TO FANGSTORM. 


1 PROMISE YOU, THE UPA 
WILL MAKE THIS ‘DISAPPEAR, 


DON'T EVEN 
SUGGEST THINGS 
LIKE THAT, 


SUB-LIEUTENANT 
RULLIFF 


YOU'RE MY LIAISON 
WITH THE UPA, BUT 

INFORMATION HAS ONLY BEEN 
FLOWING IN ONE DIRECTION LATELY. 


1 GAVE YOU THE UP.A’S REPORT 
FROM THE BATTLE WITH 
THE MERCENARIES, 


AFTER MY CAPTAIN 
RECEIVED THE OFFICIAL 
REPORT FROM THE SURVIVING 
MINISTER OF ICE MINES, 


DOES THE UPA HAVE AN 
ACTUAL PLAN OUT HERE? 


BUT THE INSURANCE Logay 
SHARES A FEW OF YOUR 
GOALS, WHICH MAKES YOU 
LUCKY AND DISGUSTING, 


PROVIDED THEY 
REMAIN DEAD. 


YOU PLAN TO STOP THE 
MERCENARIES FROM REVIVING 
THE DISASTER VICTIMS. 


YOU'RE STILL WITH 
US, RIGHT? 


AND ALL WE NEED 15 
ALITTLE BIT OF... LATITUDE. 


HAMMOCKS 1M NOT A 1'M ALSO NOT 
ARE FINE, TEFF.] | pwuinger, BUT TLL A VETERINARIAN, 
1 HAVE A 
PLURBING 


THIS WILL BE JUST 
LIKE PLUMBING, 


THIS IS A SOSHIKO, IF YOU THINK “CYBERNETIC 
SPACE-SERPENT’ YOU WILL ONLY BE WRONG y VERY PAN 
IN WAYS THAT DO NOT MATTER y Maree? 


WY 


4 PORTION OF Hee 
VA Oan8 SSE ast 
Ge eno AR 


IF YOU THINK “PLUMBING 
YOU WILL ONLY BE WRONG IF SHE 
STILL LEAKS WHEN WE FINISH, 


NOT WRONG! NOW Ge uc) 


MISTRESS SAYS, 
STAY CLOSE. 


HOW IS CLOSE? 


WHEN IS EDGE 
OF CLOSE? 


WHO IS ABAD GIRL? 


STEADY 
ON THAT 
WRENCH. 
YOU OION'T TELL ME THE CYBORG 
SPACE-SERPENT WOULD MAKE ME CRY. 


SEVERAL HUNDRED UTILITY 

VEHICLES, ONE CONSTRUCTION 

PLATFORM, A WRECKED HABITAT, 
‘AND A ROCK. 


Tactically, I would 
like this better iF there 
wore more Friandlios. 


THiS 1S OUR 
THEATER OF OPERATIONS, 
CINDY, 


Or if I wore bigger, 
and more... toothy, 


You kNow 
WHAT THEY SAY: 


“IE WISHES WERE 

FISHES, YOU FEED A 

MAN FOR THE REST 
OF HIS LIFE* 


So THAT is how 
wishing For Fish works. I 
always wondered, 


SHE'S AMAZINGLY COOL-HEADED THESE DAYS. 
IF DIPLOMACY HAS A CHANCE, CAPTAIN ELLEN 
FOXWORTHY 15 MY FIRST CHOICE FOR 
THROWING THOSE DICE. 


1. HOPE SHE DOESN'T LET 
SCHLOCK THROW ANY OF 


Captain, the Force 
arrayed against us 
is Formidable. 


So you wore MOT told 
that Sargeant Schlock remained 
bohind as her honor guard. 


POTENTIALLY ARRAYED. 
ELF'S PLOY MIGHT SETTLE 
EVERYONE DOWN. 


Unless thay 
hood to be eaten. 


MEANWHILE, IN A PLACE SO ALIEN IT ALMOST 
SEEMS TO BE PART OF A DIFFERENT STORY. 


THERE 17 NO PLACE 
FOR YOU IN THE HOU7E 
OF THE NEN 6077.” aug tyne 


9 AT. 


THE €POGH OF 
ELDER? I OVER. 


T BUILT THIS HOUSE, 
AND THE "NEW GO7S" ARE 
UNWORTHY OF IT. 


—] 
amy WORTHNES? aur ay Fone?) 
17 NOT FOR YOU 


cuivooK 
MAVE QUITE A MESS 
OF THIS PLACE. 


Z don't think the 
NICE CATCH, PUTZHO. new gods should get 
GREAT CAMOUFLAGE, 700, their deposit back, 


SPINDLE SUPEROPOLIS, EINA AFA 


Chinook is trying to line up a 
fang gun shot that passes. 
through the spot where I 
kaop mast of my brain, 


"YOURE NOT A GOOD HUMAN 
SHIELD” \S NOT A GOOD WAY TO 
INFORM A HUMAN YOU'VE BEEN 
USING THEM AS A HUMAN SHIELD. 


My manguvers maka that sho 
impossible, but tha moment Chinook 
docides she likes you loss than sho 
likos nearby Facilitios, wo all dio. 


want to destroy any oF her qun 
stuff, and sho dogsn't want to kill 
any oF you. 


‘APERFECT SHOT CAN BE DEFINED AS ONE THAT NEUTRALIZES 
‘THE TARGET WITHOUT DAMAGING ANYTHING ELSE. 


IT REQUIRES PERFECT ATM, IMPECCABLE TIMING, AND, MOST ‘A DUSTY NEBULA IS A LOVELY CHOICE—THE ONLY 
‘CRITICALLY, A BACKSTOP DEVOID OF VALUABLE COLLATERAL. ‘SECONDARY EFFECTS ARE A LITTLE EXTRA COLOR. 


‘A FEW FEMTOSECONDS LATER, IN THAT PLACE 
WHERE THE FONTS ARE DIFFEREN 


Did it work 
perfectly? 


THE NATURE OF 

PLAN IS SUCH THAT T 

CANNOT POSSIBLY KNOW IF 
TT WWORKEG AT ALL. 


there are 
pattsyou were Were they 
present for. Perfect? 


EXECUTED WITH THE 
REQUISITE PRECISION. 


'S NOT APPROPRIATE TO DESCRIBE 
THE IMIMOLATION OF Vi! WARSHIP 
MINOFRRIVIE AS "PERFECT." 


If it wasn’t perfect 
the immolations will continue. 


{OU BUILT PHYSICAL 
‘The Bina Afa mindframe is 
HARDWARE FROM WITHIN A threaded through the 
‘SYSTEM YOU HACKED? ‘entire world. 


THS 5 STRIKING, It’s my work. 
Burt pues Loox | x had to make some 
FAMILIAR. ‘renovations. 


All needed to do 


IT MERN THE was replace a bus. 


INFOSCAPE. PM TALKING REQUT 
THE UNZERLVING HARDWARE. 


This data bus 


had to be rebuilt 
omiscrat I could have built an 
actual suspension bridge. 


3 Z You might hate 
MUST Undoubtedly. SHOULP WE tive been 
‘ aciog Bendy. )||{ youself for a few 
HAVE 7estROVeD sor To consiver pm 3/08 Biency. II yon oat 
WOU REBUILT. FOR A REASON. WHAT PERILS MIGHT 2 you'll be fine. 


RINAIT US? 


SHOULD WE 
‘STOP TO COMPARE 
OUR DEFINITIONS OF 
THE WORD “FINE? 


;RAVETY WELL HAS CAPTURED ENTIRE WC 
IN NATURAL RESOU 


THE UNS KEEPS A GREAT MANY THINGS HERE, AND SOME OF THE MOST Fy Py 4 ae * 
INTERESTING ONES HIDE BENEATH JOVE'S FURTOUSLY ROILING CLOUDS. " 


IT'S DOWN THERE SOMEWHERE, 
‘TRYING TO REMAINA SEcReT. [i 


‘AND FAILING, AS EVIDENCED BY THE FACT THAT CHINOOK IS 
‘ABOUT TO DESTROY IT WITH ONE OF HER LONG GUNS. 


THAT ALKOST 


nt 
Me 


LOTA, THE LON6-GUNNER OF THE APOCALYPSE. 


DOZENS OF KILOMETERS LONG, LOTA WOULD MAKE AN EXTREMELY ATTRACTIVE 
‘TARGET FOR SOMEONE DESIRING THE DESTRUCTION OF ALL LONG GUNS. 


Whar THE... WHO TS 
SHOOTING AT LOTR IP 


TO LOTA'S RELIEF, LOTA IS STILL 
AN ATTRACTIVE TARGET. 


THE PLENIFOTENT DOMINION HAS 
LONG GUNS OF THEIR OWN. 


THIS IS THE WARSHIP PARTICULARLY DISCONTIGUOUS. 


AND YOU ARE: = 


Holla. Bleasa move away 
Fram that body. 


TAKE IT EASY, 
ROBOT. WE'RE 
JUST COLLECTING 
THE DEAD. 


BX Figainst that. 


THIS IS A 
@UNBOAT, NOT A 
SHUTTLE, IT NEEDS 
‘A NAME. 


THURL SAYS 

BOATS WITHOUT THEIR OWN 

BRAINS DON'T GET THEIR 
‘OWN NAMES. 


3 ous oungort 
39-8 GUNTHERBO, 
EVERYBODY 


. ‘GREAT HONOR, 

HAS LAZ-5 BACKUPS. 

CHIEF GUNTHER THURL i ; THURL WON'T HEAR 
WILL BE BACK. ANY HONOR IN THAT, 


SMALL ARMS 
FIRE, THREE HUNDRED 
KLICKS AWAY... 


TRANSPONDER SAYS 
T'S TARPAULIN, WHAT'S 
HE FIGHTING? 


HEAT up THE 
CANNONS AND DWVERT TO 
TARP'S POSITION. 


1 KNOW 
WHAT HE'S NOT 


RULLIFE MADE 
CAN YOU IMAGINE THE THE RIGHT CALL, SENDING 
DISASTER IF THE UUPLECHAN SENATE HEARS HER TO Us, = 


WHAT SHE'S SAYING? 


PLANT CHARGES ON 

THE MAIN ANNIE OF SOLILWARD HONOR. 

MAKE IT EXPLODE JUST LIKE THE MINING 
HAB, OR THE MERC SHIP. 


ESCORT HER TO *HER 
QUARTERS.” REAR BAY, 
WALK HER PAST A SHAPED 
CHARGE, AND BLOW HER OUT 
THE BACK OF THE SHIP, 


‘AK, 1 GET IT, 


IF ANYBODY DOES FIND WHAT'S LEFT OF HER, THEY'LL 
ASSUME SHE DIED WHEN SOULWARD HONOR WAS DESTROYED. 


MAKE IT HAPPEN, 
WE NEED TO MOVE FAST. 


need to 
move Faster than that. 


UPA. FRIGATE FANGSTORM, INTERROGATION ROOM. 
RGEANT, “—| 
Captain, Were } THeRe's a ROOM FULL OF 


PEOPLE WATCHING ON THE 
(OTHER SIDE OF. 


Leaving is 
THIS way. 


YOU DROPPED MY HOW MANY OF THEM DID 
interrogator BY | f YOU EAT BEFORE YOU 
TOUCHING Kim, WORKED IT OUT? 


—_ 


Fow, 
There's @ nervous here Src are his 
chemical they really don't like. 5 n_Stip has lots. 


| know you FIGURED THAT OUT AFTER I STARTED 
wanted to do this SEEING OFFICERS IN LP.A LINIFORMS, 
ail right-side-uptious, WEARING TLUMNPHS AS EPAULET, 
ue Chey're planning 
to KILL you 


This is why 


youre Captain. 


Wat's the 
plan, sir22 


THE ORIGINAL PLAN WAS 
“DIE QUIETLY” BUT THAT ONE 
DIDN'T SURVIVE CONTACT 
WITH You. 


You wanted 
to LET them 


NO, BUT 1’ TOO 
TIRED TO BE ANGRY. 
DYING MEANS WAKING UP 
NEXT TO KEWN WITH NO. 
MEMORY OF THIS MESS, 


Well, aver they kill 
YOU they plan to come 
after our Friends, and 
all those rice miner 
People who are only 


wm STILL 
Too TREO 

TO BE ANGRY, 
SERGEANT. 


DON'T NEED 
TO BE ANGRY TO 
BE EFFECTIVE 


You and me, we kill all 
these people, and then break 
their spaceships. 


THAT DOESN'T HAVE 
ENOUGH DETAILS TO 
BE A PLAN. 


Okay, here's 
my plan. 


we 


Details are 
what you're here For, 
‘Captain. 


ASSETS LIKE “I CAN. 

BLOW UP A SHUTTLE WITH THIS 

BUTTON® SHOULD COME EARLIER 
IN THE BRAINSTORMING, 


we have more 
TIME For "sorry". 


‘THIS WOULD BE 
WAY CASIER IF 1 HAD 
MY FRAGSUIT. 


It’s still on 
Soulward Honor. | clan's 
have time to grab it on 

my way oub. 


THAT WOULON'T @E A 
PROBLEM IF THEY HADN'T CONFISCATED 
‘HY COMM BANDS. 


Sorny, | cicin't 
know they were 
‘till user, 


No, @ guaret 
was wearing them as ankle 
bracelets. 


So | ate HIM. 


SERGEANT, 
THIS IS THE LAST *soRRy" 
YOU GET. 


I'S OKAY. 


ONCE 1 START MAKING 
THE ENEMY SORRY THERE WON'T 
BE ANY LEFT FOR YOU. 


ABOVE JUMPSTAR PRIME, ASCENDING EINA-AFA COLUMN 17-A.. 


AMBASSADOR, 
‘THIS 15 CAPTAIN LANDON, 
SORLIE AND I ARE ON OUR 


FIREBALL’ ALMOST GOT 
US, BUT TENZY PULLED 
EVERYBODY OUT. 


"AND YOU DIDN'T 
BOTHER TO CHECK IN IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING THAT TIMELY RESCUE? 


1 WAS 

BUSY WITH A 

COLLAPSED 
LUNG. 


MAY I SPEAK 
TO THE REAL CAPTAIN 
LANDON? 


I WANT THE ONE WHO 
DOESN'T LET LITILE THINGS LIKE 
ORGAN FAILURE STAND BETWEEN Hitt 
‘AND SHOWING UP FOR WORK. 


SORLIE HAS A THEORY 
ABOUT THE RECENT LONG 
GUN ATTACKS, 


DOES IT ACCOUNT 
FOR CHINOOK FIRING 
ON A UNS. INSTALLATION? 


BECAUSE IF THAT'S NEW INFORMATION, 
SORLIE'S THEORY DOES NOT EXCUSE 
YOU FROM BEING HERE, 

EVACUATING MY EMBASSY, 

RIGHT NOW. 


SHE'S SHAKING 
HER HEAD. I THINK 


APOLOGIES, AMBASSADOR. T 
MISINTERPRETED THE HEAD SHAKE 
‘OF I SHOULD SHUT UP. 


GET EVERYBODY INTO POD ONE CAPTAIN LANDON, 1 DON'T 
‘NY TEAM HAS AN EVACUATION PLAN LOVE YOUR PLAN. THE EMBASSY 
THAT YOU'RE GOING TO Love. _/ CAN YOU 00. POD IS NOT A SPACECRAFT. 
TWENTY MINUTES, 
SWEETIE? 


your TEAmz 
HOW SOON WILL 
YOU BE HERE? 


TECHNICALLY? NEVER, tittle thin, but For y = 
you T could do tan. DX 
SUT T'LL SEE YOU IN IN TWENTY 
‘ABOUT TWENTY MINUTES, MINUTES IT WILL Be. 


N 
Tim sproad a Ss/ NS 


THINK 
SOMEBODY gust 


‘SPINDLE SUPEROPOLIS SECTOR SEVENTEEN, AT THE MOUTH OF COLUMN 17a, 
‘ABOARD THE LOBOTOMIZED MERCENARY WARSHIP BREATH WEAPON... 


CAN YOU PILOT “SEAL THE MAIN 
US OUT OF HERE, BAY" CAN BE NEXT 
MURTAUGH? ON THE LIST. 


ALL FIRE TEAMS 
TO THE MAIN BAY. 
WE HAVE BOARDERS. 


CONTAIN THEM. 


WHAT DO YOU NEED 
FROM MME, CAPTAIN? 


EVERYTHING THAT 15 
LIT IS ALSO BLINKING. 


GIMME TRIAGE. 
WHICH LIGHTS ARE 
BLINKING THE HARDEST? 


DAMAGE REPORTS. 
SEE THE BLINKING LIGHTS? 


Main Bay containmont 
fooks protty blinky ta mo, 


T would have called ahoad, but 
we didn’t Know you were 
hore. Also, the door 

was pan, 


eae 
a) 
aye 

IS THIS ONE OF LANDON'S <A 


EXTRACURRICULAR ADVENTURES, OR 
IS IT AN OFFICIAL EMBASSY VISIT? 


Sorry ta barge in. I bring 
Captain Landon, Captain Sarlio, 
and Colonel Menendez on 
urgent business. 


With your permission, the Embassy 
would love to officially visit, 


SEE THE BLINKING LIGHTS 


WE'RE ALREADY UP TO 
(OUR NECKS IN URGENT, 


‘THE HARMADILLO-CLASS VESSEL "WERE NOT CALLING 
[TT GUNTHERBOAT™ ARRIVES AT GRUULT'S LEGACY. = 2ORTI LIEUTENANTS, ON Me. 


WE'RE WALKING, 
MARSHAL GUGRO, SIRI 


LICUTENANTS KATH LINDERS 
YA "iO MICHELLE DIEGO-GARCIA, 


REPORTING FOR DUTY, 


‘our OF cARsHor, unere 
T CAN ASK HOW LONG T 
NEED TO KEEP THIS UP. 


GUGRO, YOU EXTENDED 
THIS ENGAGEMENT. IT'S 
YOUR MISSION NOW. 


LIEUTENANT, THE NEXT TIME YOU I HOPE THIS TAKES MARSHAL GUGRO WiLL 
SPEAK TO WE IN THAT MANNER THE STING OUT OF YOUR || ARRANGE FOR ADDITIONAL 
YOU WILL PREFACE YOUR 


RS STUDENT NOW BEING STING, Tm SURE, 
REMARKS WITH "PERMISSION YOUR MASTER 
TO SPEAK FREELY, SIR™ 


Oe pad Ls EVERYBODY STAYS HERE a e p \ 
ON GRUMULI'S hy 
AND HOUSING MHS NECA a's A FIETY | 
ue REFUCEES Y THOUSAND PERSON 
EVERIEODY 


‘ON A CONSTRUCTION 
PLATFORM BUILT FOR 
AN EVERYBODY OF 
THREE HUNDRED, 


uewrevarr, TN My DEFENSE, 
ne Eon 26 YOU UTES 10 1 assumeo THAT IT Was 
Take Ten iat YOURE SANE SROREN, LIKE ERIN 

se IN TH STE 


1] GRUULT'S LEGACY, OVERLOOKING PREP-DECK ONE.. 


We HAVE THREE KEY 
FACTORS IN OUR 
FAVOR HERE 


FIRST, LARGE 
PORTIONS OF THE 
HABITAT CAN BE 
SALVAGED INTACT. 


PROJECTS. THE TOOLS AND PERSONNEL THIRD, WE CONTROL HOW QUICKLY, 
WE NEED ARE ALREADY HERE. ‘AND IN WHAT ORDER, WE REVVE THE PEOPLE 
IN THE STACKS, THEY'LL KEEP JUST FINE UNTIL 

WE HAVE ROOM FOR WARM BODIES. 


WE MIGHT NOT HAVE AS MUCH TIME AS YOU IANY OF THE DEAD IT WOULD BE GOOD IF PEOPLE COULD 
THINK. THERE ARE SHIPS INBOUND, AND SOME HAVE FINISHED BEING HELP WITH THE SWIFT OPENING OF BAGS 
OF THEM ARE THE SAME ONES WE WERE DEAD WITHOUT THE THAT ARE WIGGLING AND/OR NOISY. 
ASSISTANCE OF MEDICAL 
STAFF OR FANCY 
HAMMOCKS. 


AS I WAS SAYING, 
WE MIGHT NOT HAVE AS MUCH 
TIME AS YOU THINK. 7 


THESE UTILITY HOOKS Huer.is? oeao || THevIRe osomENTED 
ini. Hale 10 00 FOR conte ate wake || pub ScAteo, oD 
OP NOT 0640, AND 
Mee 
once scone ON BAGS 
Neco Feo 


THE HOOKS DIDN'T 
SEEM THIS SHARP WHEN 1 
INSTALLED THEA, 


ISN'T THIS WHERE 
YOU'RE SUPPOSED 

AND OOFF THE HELMETS! TO YELL HELPFUL 

NOBOOY WANTS TO WAKE 

UP TO A FACELESS 

MONSTER. 


‘OH, HEY 
SILKSILVER! 


AT THES UKE THI 15 
erate TRACMTIONAL FOR LIEUTENANT 
is si TO FREEZE IN HORROR. 


SOMEBODY SHOULD EXPLAIN 
TO SILKSILVER THAT NONE 
(OF THOSE BAGS CONTAIN 
CORPORAL VENTURA. 


TAILOR! NEEKA! 
ET INTO 
SILKSILVER'S WAKE 
AND TRIAGE WHAT 
FALLS OUT OF 


MAC! YOUR SQUAD 15 
(ON COUNSELING DUTY. 
KIND WORDS, AND AS 
LONG AS YOU DO Less 
HARM THAN GOOD WE'LL 
CALL IT A WIN. 


RESPECTFULLY, SIR, IF YOU 
WANT ME TO INTERRUPT SOMEONE WHO. 
1S ENTHUSIASTICALLY DOING HARD WORK AT 
HIGH SPEEDS, YOU SHOULD EXPRESS THAT 
DESIRE VIA A VERY EXPLICIT ORDER. 


‘She had to get 
some stuFF, She'll be 
here in a minute 


YOU'RE PINNED 
DOWN, SNOTBAG! 


WHERE'S THE PINK 
MONKEY? 


Her suit. She's 

piloting it in through the 

Cloud oF junk coming out 
‘oF your ship's butt. 


Way better than the 
stompy-suits you're in. || Fifty pieces, each with 

It's got crazy amounts own annie plants. And its 
of pee—tee-you in 

Che plating. 


WE'D LOVE TO. 
SEE IT FOR OURSELVES, 
WHERE IS SHEF 


Two decks 
a) own, | think? 


Nope. She's not two (SS 
decks down anymore. 


00 YOu HAVE 
YOUR HANDERAIN2 


CAN YOU RECORD THIS? 
IT MGHT MAKE A 


| didn't get any vicieo, 
but | got lots of, 


Yeah. | started recording 
on the shuttle and left it 
running, but it was a 


their passwords 
or codes or anything, 


All| got was a bunch I] Are you going to show 
oF bad people saying me how to erase? 
terrible things. I'm gonna 

erase it as soon as | 


THAT IS NOT 
WHAT I AM GOING 
TO SHOW YOU, NO. 


Wrat are 
you doing? 


Can | have it back 
when you're 
done? 


‘AGAINST PEOPLE WHO 
‘ARE NOT YOU. 


MAKING A BACKUP, 
AND SENDING OUT A FEW 
COPIES FOR SAFE KEEPING. 


SOMEBODY MIGHT NEED There might be some noises 
TO USE IT AS EVIDENCE. oF me chewing those people. 


ABOARD GRUULI'S LEGACY. 


TANDERSIL, WE NEED TO SCAVENGE 
FOOD AND SUPPLIES ABOUT A HUNDRED 
TUNES FASTER THAN WE ARE NOW, 


THEN WE NEED A HUNDRED 
TIMES MORE EXO-GEAR AND VEHICLES. 


MY PEOPLE HAVE A SAYING: 


“FOR ONE ORINK YOU BRING 
THE BUCKET TO THE LAKE. FOR 
‘A THOUSAND YOU BRING THE 
LAKE TO THE BUCKET. 


CAPTAIN KAEPU, DID YOUR 
PEOPLE SAY THIS BEFORE 
THE BUCKET 
‘OR AFTER THEY INVENTED 
2 PROVERB IS ABOUT 
PLUMBING’ vote i ae 


7s punone ne 
(ake Oe THE BUCKET? 


CONSIDER THIS, MansHAL Guero. Y | 
THIS SHIP MAY BE A CONSTRUCTION 
PLATFORM, BUT THIS CONSTRUCTION 
PLATFORM IS A SHIP. 


STOP TRYING TO SOUND 
WISE AND START TRYING 
TO SOUND HELPFUL. 


THE SCAVENGING WILL 
(GO FASTER IF I GENTLY CRASH GRUMULI'S 
‘LEGACY INTO THAT CHUNK OF HABITAT, 
‘AND THEN STRAP IT TO THE DECK. 


THAT SOUNDS 
EXCITING. 


CHISULO, WHAT'S THE 
FOOD SITUATION ON 
GUNTHERBOAT? 


na 


TWO LOCKERS OF SOLDIER-GRADE 
MMEATFUEL, AND A FABBERCHOW UNIT THAT 
CAN DISH OUT A PEOPLE-GRADE MEAL EVERY 
THIRTY SECONDS UNTIL IT RUNS OUT OF SLUDGE, 


WANT ALL THAT STUFF ON THIS DECK IN 
TEN MINUTES. THE REFUGEES 
NEED TO EAT. 


OKAY, BUT WHAT ARE 
WE GOING TO EAT? 


LEFTOVERS. 


11'S THE O10 PRovens 
‘ABOUT WEARING RUNNING 
) SHOES IN THE FOREST, 
vERY UPSET, SO wet LeT HER | | 
HAVE A GO AT YOU FIRST. 


(RAKE SURE YOU CAN OUTRUN 
YOUR FRIENDS, BECAUSE YOU 1 AM THE BEAR! 
‘CAN'T OUTRUN THE BEAR. 


T doo) st roy 


DON'T *HELLO® Me. 
YOU TOLD ME THE EMBASSY 
FIT INSIOE THIS VESSEL! 


AMBASSADOR 
BALA-AMIN. T WISH TO 
HIRE YOUR VESSEL FOR 
THE EVACUATION OF 
InY EMBASSY, 


WE AREN'T 
LOOKING FOR WORK 
AT THE MOMENT. WE HAVE 
PLENTY OF MONEY. 


YOUR WEALTH IS 
BANKED IN A VAULT UNDER 
CHINOOK'S EXCLUSIVE CONTROL. 
SHE JUST SHOT OUT YOUR SHIP'S 
BRAIN. YOU MAY HAVE DIFFICULTY 
MAKING WITHORAWALS. 


1, ON THe OTHER HAND, \ 
HAVE PLENTY OF MONEY 7 
‘CAN ACTUALLY SPEND. 


TAKE US TO SOL 
SYSTEM, JUPITER 
‘ORBIT. 


NO, WE NEED TO GET 
TO THE PLENIPOTENT 
DOMINION. 


CAPTAIN 
SORLIE, WHO IS IN 
CHARGE HERE? 


bir) @ 


IMY CLIENT WOULD BE IN CHARGE HERE. 
THE CORRECT QUESTION FOR CAPTAIN 


twa 


‘MEANWHILE, IN THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION. 


Butzho, 
give me somo 
good news. 


find the bad nows? 
¥ 1\" 


ear 


CHINOOK HAS ALOT 
NORE OF THESE THAN, 
WE THOUGHT SHE DID, 


VE FOUND THREE 
WUNDRED AND SXT-EIGHT 
LONG GUN BOATS. 


FACTOR OF TEN AND A FACTOR 
OF LET'S SURRENDER. 


Bj ONE OF CHINOOK 8200 
LONG GUN WARSHIRS.. ANOTHER OF CHINOOK 
£8,200 LONG GUN WaRSHTES, 


THE FORWARD OBSERVER.. 


P__ LET'S SEE IF 
‘SOMEONE HAS BEEN 
VIGELING MY ARM, 


AN UNSUSPECTING ROCK... 


1AM PINPOINT ACCURATE 
WHEN 1 TARGET THINGS WITH 
AFRESH SET OF EVES. 


NOBODY IS 
WIGGLING MY ARH. THEYRE 
VIGELING MY SCOPE. 


PLENIPOTENT DOMINION, OUTER INFOSPHERE. 


> = 1e2 YoU can't hit 
Hella Chinook. How anything maybe is time 
is your wer going? to put away the guns. 


IT’S TIME TO LAUNCH 
My NETWORK OF |]{ CLEAN SPOTTERS. STAY 
‘SPOTTERS. ‘AWAY FROM THEM, 


BY “SPOTTERS” I’M PRETTY SURE SHE 
MEANS FLEETS OF OAFAN WARSHIPS.” 


Its nice to seo that wo 
haven't made things worse. 


T THOUGHT THE SOULCRYETS 
WERE THEIR RESTING PLACE? 


's the final 

‘esting place for ten 

thousand generations 
of oafans. 


——— 


‘The soulerypts hold their ¥ > 
‘piipaical roan, waking the Their souls are heve. awake, and alive. )} 
Word "Soulcrypt” a litle 
disingenuous. X 
2 
S ool Y y 


THE WORD 
"RESTING" IS A LITTLE 


DISINGENUOUS. sey are $6 


restless, especially now that 


you've arrived. 


You kept tations of |\/_ THAT coesn soune 
LIE SOMETHING T WOULD 
people alive and safe 
Ir nitions of yond DELIBERATELY FORGET. 


WHAT D7 
OP 


The plan was to hide the Oafan people 
from the Pa/anuri, those non-baryonic creatures 


Wu called “The Lightless Wind." 
Rt eae When galactic 


civilization imploded, you 
decided to hide the Oafans 
from all the reguiar 


Ws 


layer of security, you hid RIGHT NOW T'D FEEL 
them from yourself. MORE SECURE IF I COULD HE 
IMPSELF FROM THEM. 


And then, as an extra 


PUTZHO, IF T CESTROVED Mi? 
KNOWLEDGE OF TH PLACE, 
HOW D9 T MAINTAIN IT FOR 
TEN MILLION WEARS? 


Then, when your misery and CHINOOK MAONESS.. But if you're asking 
self-loathing reached a given 


threshold, another automated 
system wiped away the pain. 


if her ensuing madness is 
your fault, the answer 
is "yes." 


D0 SHE TRIGGER 
AWIPEP 


You set an alarm that 
would remind you it was here 
$0 you could check in. heal 


No, her 
woe triggered 
a wipe. 


PUTZHO... ONT RESTORE ‘Thousands of years ago our human friends 
Mi MEMORIES OF THE. developed a game that was not really a game, and 
FINALE Rae GE Which has existed in other forms for about a billion 


Der ewe RUG WE: VW years longer than their planet has. 


TO NOT NANT 
70 PLAY A GAME. 


TWANT 70 DIE. 


They call it 
“Good News, 


Bad News.” 
a Neves No, on your turn 


you're supposed to say 
“Bad news first.” 


Bad news first. The This moment of despair? 
consensus here is that It is exactly how a proper 
you, Zafa, do not game of “Good News, 

Bad News" goes. 


TINILL SUFFER ETERNALLY 
THEN THERE CAN FOR CRIMES YOU ILL SHORTLY 
BE NO *GOO7 NEWS." ) h._ FORCE Me To REMEMBER. 


AND HOUR SMUG 
SMILE ISN'T HELPI. 


(on to the good news. 
This viral universe 
holds more than just 

‘aan people. 


T IMPREONE? 
TRILLIONS OF OAFANS. 


ITS MY FAULT 
‘THAT CHINOOK STARTED 
AAR USING FLEETS OF BUT SOMEHOW THE FACT THAT 
OAFAN WARSHIPS. | T ALSO IMPRISONED OTHER PEOPLE. 
THAT'S THE GOOD NEWS? 


V You imprisoned 
the oafans and all 
of their pilots. 


LACHE 10 BREATHE 
AGAIN. WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE 
ME TO BLOW AWAY? 


TETLUMBRATHT, SPIRITUAL CENTER OF FOBOTTR PEOPLE. 


GREATMOTHER, 1 NO, WHAT YOU 
HAVE A TLUMNPH THAT MY HAVE IS A THING YOU PRINTED 
T WISH FOR YOu ‘ON YOUR FARBER. 


DEEPEST 


IT'S A COPY OF A RECENT DISCOVERY, 
‘AND RESPECTFULLY I WOULD NOT ASK 
YOU TO SULLY YOUR HANDS THEREON 


JUST GvE IT 10. WZ 


\ 


THIS ISA 


i eRe SOOO, LPO. ‘THERE IS AN HIERARCHY HERE, THE MORE IMPORTANT A 
RECON MATTER 15, THE FURTHER IT MUST CLIMB FOR ACTION, 


THE ORIGINAL IS 
CURRENTLY IN THE CARE f YOU WILL COME 
OF A NASCENT SOLDIER CLAN, WITH Me TO PRIMUS 
THEY'RE DEPLOYED AS MERCENARIES. PETHMATOKO. 


GREATMOTHER KATHLUMIRA IS AT THE VERY TOP OF THAT HETRARCHY. 


ATTENTION, Grads 
LEGACY. 


‘THIS IS CAPTAIN TAGON, 

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE FROM 

THE WRECKAGE. YOU CAN'T 
HIDE BEHIND IT. 


ENEMY FIRE WILL 


TURN IT INTO SHRAPNEL, AND YOU'RE 
‘A SOFT TARGET. THAT'D BE AS BAD 
‘AS A DIRECT HIT. 


WE'RE NOT 
HIDING BEHIND IT. We'rRE 
SALVAGING IT. 


THAT'S THE WHOLE POINT. 


WE'LL BE REALLY CLOSE 

IF MY ENGINEERS ARE CORRECT 

ABOUT THE INELASTICITY OF THE 
UPCOMING COLLISION. 


GANTRY FIVE, 
YOU ARE OUT 


THAT HAB MODULE HITS, 

DON'T WANT EVEN ONE 
PERSON TO SAY “I SURE 
WISH THE GANTRY FIVE 

TEAM COULD SEE THIS." 


THERE MIGHT NOT BE A OWN" TO DEFINE "UNDER" 
BUT THERE'S DEFINITELY A “BETWEEN" THAT DESCRIBES 
‘A POTENTIALLY CRUSHING PREDICAMENT WHICH YOU 
‘CAN PREVENT BY SWINGING GANTRY 
FIVE INTO POSITION. 


‘SOME PLANETARY SYSTEMS, BILLIONS OF YEARS AFTER THEIR FORMATIONAL CLUMPING AaB TE GES GRIER 
ee Hl teat rine, our war rie noouLe 
h SLAMMING ONTO OUR DECK IS TWO 
HINDRSO MeTaRS OF REALY 
WHINY CRUNDLC ZONE 


INTELLIGENCE IS NATURE'S WAY OF 
‘ARRANGING EXCITING NEW IMPACT: 


MARSHAL, THERE ARE 
ALMOST NINE HUNDRED 
REFUGEES AWAKE NOW. 
WE SHOULD GET THEM 
‘ORGANIZED. 


SORTING CORPSES 
15 A TIME-HONORED TRADITION 
FOR REFUGEES. 


HOW D0 YOU KNOW 
THESE THINGS? AND IT 
SHOULON'T BE. 


ALOT OF THEM ARE POKING AROUND IN 
THE STACKS LOOKING FOR FAMILY MEMBERS. 


THE REFUGEES DEFINITELY TILL 00 THE ORS WITH ALL QUE Respect, 
NEED TO BE ORGANIZED. CHART IF YOU'LL DO YOU'RE BETTER QUALIFIED 
THE SPEECH. FOR THE SPEECH. 


HOW SHOULD WE 00 IT? 


LIEUTENANT, T CAN'T GIVE A YOU KNEW HOW THINK BOTH 
SPEECH. 1 DON'T KNOW HOW TO DECLARE WAR ON (OF THOSE WERE 
TO GIVE A SPEECH. SHIPLORO SRABBEN ‘ACCIDENTS. 


YOU KNEW HOW GET OUT THERE AND 
TO REFUSE CAPTAIN AN ACCIDENT IN FRONT 
TAGON'S ORDERS. ‘A THOUSAND PEOPLE 


‘THE MANUALLY-PILOTED WARSHIP BREATH WEAPON DEPARTS EINA-AFA. 
WANT THE VERSION 
THAT DOESN'T TAKE 

SEVERAL HOURS. 


THE COMMODORE SAYS WE 
WON'T BE CLEAR OF TERAPORT 
DENIAL FOR SEVERAL HOURS, 


THAT'S EASY. WE NEED TO WARN 
THEN I HAVE TIME TO EXPLAIN WHY WE SHOULD PETEY THAT THE PA'ANURI ARE WALKING 
GO TO THE PLENIPOTENT COMINION INSTEAD OF SOL SYSTEM, THEIR SHOTS STRAIGHT AT HIM, 


PLOTTED OVER TIME, THE JIN PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS THE PA'ANUR) 
SHOTS ARE A RANDOM SCATTER OF HAVE PREFERENTIALLY TARGETED 
PAIRS, WHICH THEN BEGIN WALKING ‘ACTIVE ANNIE PLANTS 

aS ee THE GALACTIC CORE. 


—R 


— hh} 1S IT WALKING PERHAPS OUR NEUTRONIUM-FUELED 
SHOTS" WHEN EVERY SINGLE SHOT POWER SYSTEMS ARE THE ONLY THINGS THE 
HAS BEEN A DIRECT HIT? PA'ANURI CAN SEE FROM ANDROMEDA 


IMAGINE YOU'RE AN ARTILLERY 
CAPTAIN LAYING IN. YOUR GUNS WITH 
DATA FROM A FORWARD OBSERVER, 


‘THE GROUND IS THE YOU ADIUST YOUR AlN WITH 
ONLY THING YOU KNOW EACH SHOT UNTIL YOU HIT WHATEVER 
YOU'LL HIT WITH EVERY SHOT. IS ATOP THE RIGHT PATCH OF GROUND. 


50, FOR THE PA'ANUR! 
AND THEIR LONG GUN, OUR ANNIE 
PLANTS ARE THE GROUND? 


LIT EXPLAINS THE PATTERN. 


I ASSUME YOU HAVE SOME NICE FIVE-SPACE STRING DIAGRAMS DON'T TEACH THERE WON'T BE ANY PICTURES 
TO EXPLAIN HOW ANDROMEDAN DARK MATTER LIFE FORMS MME THE MATH. SHOW ME UNTIL I FIND SOMEONE WHO 
CAN SEE OUR ANNIE PLANTS IN REAL TIME FROM SOME PICTURES. CAN TEACH ME THE MATH, 


MILLIONS OF LIGHT YEARS AWAY, 


THAT VERSION OF 
‘THIS EXPLANATION WILL TAKE 
SEVERAL HOURS. 


iy 


DON'T BOTHER WITH THE MATH. WE'LL 
CALL PETEY AS SOON AS WE'RE CLEAR 
‘OF CHINOOK'S JAMMING, 


PETEY COESN'T NEED 
US TO VISIT. 


SO I GUESS I 
HAVEN'T CONVINCED 
YOU YET. 


you p10 
CONVINCE Me 


YOU CONVINCED ME THAT IF 
SOMEONE IS SHOOTING AT PETEY, 
Tt IN NO. HURRY TO STAND 
NEXT TO Hilt 


IT'S DONE. 


PLEASE DON'T 
EAT ME, 


THE PRISONERS ARE CONTAINED, 
AND WE'RE READY FOR BATILE. 


FORM UP. WE GO TO 
AVENGE SHPLORD SRABBEN 
‘AND PUT DOWN THOSE 
MERCENARIES. 


T'S ABOUT TIME, 
LET'S GO ET ‘em! 


PLEASE DON'T 
EAT ME, CAPTAIN 
SCHLOCK. 


THE UP.A. WARSHIP GRAVEPLOUG! 


FANGSTORM DRONE 18-D. 


FANGSTORM LAUNCHED HALE 
(OF THEIR DRONE CLOUD ON A HOT BURN. 
THAT'S NOT VERY FUEL EFFICIENT, 


NO, gut THE 
LAST TIME WE FACED 
THOSE MERCS THEIR CLOUD 
WAS BIGGER THAN 

WE EXPECTED, 


‘OH, RIGHT. 
SWEEPING EARLY MEANS WE 
WON'T BE SURPRISED. 


ITS STANDARD ROGEDURE FOR FLEET VESSELS TO SHARE THETR B ceavervovers Farune ro Taackeaursric ocenrs 
ORONES TPP RanPoNDER CODES WIT EACH OTHER FLUNG PROM THAT ORONE Ts COMPLETELY EXCUSEAELE 


. 
. 
TIS ALSO UTTERLY DISASTROUS, 


TATsHMNrMesTOM DOE RoT wero scot 
II ro ceavocuc wera scene ror ores 
a 


DRONE CHATTERIS A CRITICAL PART Was it awesome? TDION'T Get ANY. 1 was TOO oa 
OF A TACTICALLY EFFECTIVE LOUD, | want to see pictures, SUSY STICKING THE LANDING. 


— 


6000 News, 
SERGEANT, 


TAM ON THEIR HULL. 


A - LIGHT CHATTER. OPERATIONAL SECURITY 
‘SUBORNED, IT'S A HANDY PLACE TO EMBED PEOPLE:CHATTER || pacauoes THe Enseooine oF seirtes. |) 


‘ABOARD CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY. 
is a recorded message From 


Captain Foxworthy. Tt just arrived, vie 
thausands oF ananymizing node-hops. 


WE CAN WIN THIS 


CAPTAIN TAGON! FIGHT WITHOUT 
ANY SHOOTING, 


WELL, NO SHOOTING FROM 

YOU. I THINK 1 MAY HAVE 

TO 00 AT LEAST A LITTLE 
‘WORE SHOOTING. 


Giva me a Fow 

minutes to analyze 

the audio and T can 

toll you whose ship 
‘sho is on. 


DON'T BOTHER 


IN A FEW MINUTES IT 
WILL BE HER SHIP. 


GRUULI'S LEGACY, OVERLOOKING THE STACKS OF AWAKENING DEAD. 
AS OF RIGHT NOW 
WE ARE ALL REFUGEES, 


THAT WORD INEANS 
THIS 1S OuR REFUGE, 


WELCOME ABOARD 


SOME OF YOU ARE 


YOUvON BEHALF OF i Cc WARS 
T Accept Your THanks, aut St LA 


TM AFRAID YOU HAVENT, 


BEEN SED YER WE'RE LOW ON FOOD, THE AIR IS 


GETTING STALE, AND WE DON'T HAVE ENOUGH BEDS, 


NoT gust 
THIS PLACE. 


‘a OTHER. 


AND THAT'S 
WHAT WILL SAVE US, 


ENGINEERS AND 
TECHNICIANS, REPORT 
TO CAPTAIN KAEPU, 


IF YOU HavE 
MEDICAL TRAINING, REPORT 
10 MY SISTER, IKI 


IF YOU KNOW HOW TO WORK 
WITH OR AROUND HEAW EQUIPMENT, 
REPORT TO CORPORAL CHISULO. ”) 


IF YOU KNOW 810 SYSTEMS, AGRIPONICS, 


‘OR EVEN JUST HOW TO COOK, REPORT ] 


TO CORPORAL TANDERSIL. 


AND IF YOU THINK YOU DON'T 
KNOW HOW TO 00 ANYTHING, 
REPORT TO LIEUTENANT 
LINDERS, 


la 
SHE'S A VERY GOOD a 
TEACHER 


I CHANGED MY MIND. 
TILL GIVE THE SPEECH, YOU 
00 THE ORG CHART. 


HOW SOON CAN 
YOU RESCUE THE PERSON 
NEXT TO YOu? 


I DUNNO. 
IT DEPENDS. 


INARSHAL GUERO, 
HOW SOON WILL We 
BE RESCUED? 


be) 


YOU'RE SERIOUS? TM QUITE SERIOUS, 
WE'RE SUPPOSED TO RESCUE YOU PEOPLE ARE YOUR 
‘OWN BEST HOPE, 


RIGHT NOW THE NEAREST INBOUND SHIPS 
BELONG TO THE UUPLECHAN PATRIOT 
‘ARMADA, AND THEY WANT TO 


THAT SEA OF panickeD (I CAN FIX THIS 
EXPRESSIONS IS WHAT HAPPENS \ WITH MORE 
WHEN YOU GWvE TOO PX SPEECH 
MUCH SPEECH, 


are you arraio oF arew UE tHe wpa, sHou.o se arraio. we arc JN YOU'RE SAFE HERE. CAPTAIN TAGON 15 
DEFENDED BY NONE OTHER THAN THE BEST SPACE-FIGHTING MONKEY 
CAPTAIN KAFF TAGON. IN THE GALAXY, AND HE 
REPORTS TO ME. 


HE HAS KILLED TWO 
UNS. BATTLEPLATES, AND 

THE LAST TWRE HE FACED A UPA 
FLEET HE CAPTURED THEIR FLAGSHIP. 


STOP WORRYING OVER 
THINGS OUTSIDE 


START WORRYING 
OVER EACH OTHER, 


i " IT WORKS 
LIKE THIS. 
2 
TAILOR! SOME 
OF THESE WUPLECHANS 
Va DON'T HAVE CLOTHING. 


MY COAT CAN BE MADE TO 
COVER AT LEAST THREE OF THEM, 


ce\ 


Marshal, you 


said this was o 


Family heirtoom. 


THESE PEOPLE ARE 
MY FAMILY NOW. 


an or 


VERSATION wit “= 
MOM IS GOING TO BE WEIRD. 


THEY'RE FORMING UP INTO Y 


WORK’ GROUPS. THAT MEANS 
YOU GAVE A GOOD 
SPEECH, 


THE BIT ABOUT 
CAPTAIN TAGON 
WASN'T TOO 
MUCH? 


I SHOULD REVISE UPWARD. THE PHRASE 
“BEST SPACE-FIGHTING MONKEY IN THE GALAXY" 
CAN ONLY FIT IN A GREAT SPEECH, 


1D YOU REALLY 
RECORD THAT? 


EVERY WORD. 
ANO Th 
REALLY GOING TO 
PLAY IT FOR Hil 


@ 


WE CAN RUN DIAGNOSTICS ‘NOPE. THAT IS NOT WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
REMOTELY. WE'LL FIGURE THIS OUT 


WHEN THE LONGBOAT REACHES CLAW 
WHEN WE REACH CLAW SIX. ze SAHES SAW SIN: 


- Peeha. | 
ah) oe 
=> 


fli 21. JUST TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY SECONDS GRAVEPLOUGH'S l ‘THESE PARTICULAR TECHNICAL 
Me LONGBOAT IS LAUNCHED WITH ALL HANDS SAFELY ABOARD. —. DIFFICULTIES ARE CONTAGIOUS.. 


‘ARMORY 
‘AND ENGINEERING 
‘ARE CLEAR 


Bl UNDER THE PLANET MERCENARY RATING SYSTEM THE 350-METER-LONG 
TETLUMBRATHE WARSHIP PRIMUS PETHMATOKO WOULD BE A TB. 
° 


7 “T" IS THE SIZE CATEGORY, A GROUPING OF VESSELS WHOSE 
LONGEST DIMENSION IS BETWEEN 300 AND 499 METERS. 
ca ay 
. In” @ 


THE OUTER WUPLECH AREA 
(OF OPERATIONS IS CURRENTLY CONTESTED BY 
‘AT LEAST THREE FACTIONS. 


THE: 


‘1S A THREAT RATING. THE WARSHIPS PEOPLE TAKE 
SERIOUSLY RATE SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 7 AND 9, 


INDEED. I 
SPOKE WITH COMMODORE 
THLUMIRA. 


HE BELIEVES THIS SITUATION 
REQUIRES FINESSE. HE'S PROVIDING ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES TO THAT EFFECT. 
"78" MEANS ‘BIG AND DANGEROUS," BUT AS ANY MILITARY STRATEGIST CAN TELL YOU, THIS RATING FAILS TO ACCOUNT 
FOR THE FORCE MULTIPLICATION THAT OCCURS WHEN A SINGLE VESSEL IS SYNERGISTICALLY SUPPORTED BY OTHERS. 


“Ta PLUS “4x V7 PLUS “2x $6" PLUS "12x V9" IS NOT A USEFUL aa ~~ 
FORMULA FOR DETERMINING YOUR ODDS OF SUCCESSFULLY 
ENGAGING A THUSLY-DEFINED BATTLEGROLP. 


IT IS AN EXPRESSION OF YOUR URGENT NEED TO 
‘SWIFTLY DETERMINE WHOSE SIDE THEYRE ON. | 


CAPTAIN TAGON'S CRUISER, CYNTHETEC CERTAINTY, SETI ie RE 
5 AN 8" ON THE PLANET MERCENARY TA 
= ee a WILL FLEE AS SOON AS 


T TRANSMIT THIS. 


CAPTAIN FOXWORTHY? 

THE UUPLECHAN PATRIOT ARMADA 

1S INBOUND AT SPEED. 00 I NEED 
TO SHOOT ANYTHING? 


‘THE UUPLECHAN PATRIOT ARMADA VESSELS FANGSTORM, * 
GRAVEPLOUGH, AND CLAW 6 WERE, RESPECTIVELY, V7, V6, AND. < 


YOU TOOK moRE 
THAN ONE SHIP? 


WE TOOK THREE, 
BUT I’M USING ONE OF THEM 
TO SEND A MESSAGE. 


SHIP CLASSIFICATIONS DONT ORDINARILY 
BE) CHANGE WHEN THE VESSELS CHANGE HANDS. 


‘A DIAGRAM MIGHT BE HELPFUL AT THIS POINT. 


HERE TS THE PRIMUS PETHMATOKO FLEET. FINALLY, HERE'S WHAT'S LEFT OF 
THE UUPLECHAN PATRIOT ARMADA, 


‘THES CIRCLE REPRESENTS THE “BATTLE 
FORMIDABILITY" OF CAPTAIN TAGONS 
WARSHIP CYNTHETEC CERTAINTY. > 


WITH THE UPA. FLEET 
SCATTERED IT NOW FALLS TO US 
‘TO CLEAN UP THIS MESS. 


re Ss Semone soa Aon 
[> FLEET HAS ARRIVED IN CATEGORIZED IT UNDER “THIS 


OUTER UUPLECH. 
FULL FLEET MOBILIZATION. - 


"TREBERYSHUM TS COMPLETELY OUT6UNNED BY PRLMUS PETHMATOKOS 
FLEET, BUT THAT'S OFFSET BY THE HOME-SYSTEM ADVANTAGE.. THE HOME SYSTEM 15 WHERE TRESBRYSHUM'S FRIENDS ARE. 


WHAT IS HAPPENING 
(OUT THERE? DO WE NEED 
TO Pick A SIDE? 


— 
‘OPEN CHANNELS ARE A GOOD PLACE FOR DECLARATIONS OF HOSTILITY. 


ATTENTION OUTER UUPLECH THIS 1S THE 
TETLUMBRATH VESSEL PRIMUS PETHMATOKO. WE HAVE BUSINESS 
WITH THE REFUGEES ON GRUUILI'S LEGACY. 


ATTENTION, PETHMAWHATSIT. 
‘THIS 1S THE UUPLECHAN SENATE VESSEL TRESBRYSHUM. 
YOUR ENTRANCE IS UNAUTHORIZED. 


DEPART OR BE FIRED UPON. i 


i, FOR HOSTILITY ON THIS SCALE "TO WHOM IT MAY. me . 
i CONCERN” SHOULD CONCERN ALL OF THE wHous. fii 
5 ae ee ei 


Standing way 
off fo one sido would 
be my choice. 


“THERE ARE ENOUGH SPACECRAFT INVOLVED HERE THAT 
ANOTHER “FORMIDABILITY* DIAGRAM IS CALLED FOR... 


PRIMUS PETHMATOKO, AND OTHER 
TETLUMBRATHE-ALIGNED VESSELS 


C 


'SCHLOCK'S RECORDINGS OF UP.A. THUGS BOASTING 
VIOLENCE, BIGOTRY, AND CONSPIRACY. 


‘THEY HAVE BEEN REVIEWED BY 
JOURNALISTS AND POLITICTAI 


‘TREBBRYSHUM, AND A GOODLY PORTION OF THE 
UUPLECHAN SENATE'S OUTER DEFENSE FLEET 


"THOSE RECORDINGS ARE NOW IN THE 
COMPANY OF SOME VERY SHARP WORDS. 


WE'VE GOT ABOUT FIVE 

HOURS BEFORE THAT SHOUTING 

MATCH ARRIVES, AND BECOMES 
‘A SHOOTING MATCH 


WELL... TAGON 
HAS TWO MORE 
SHIPS NOW. 


FOR ALL THAT, IT'S STILL THE LITTLE 
PICTURES THAT REALLY MATTER. 


FA SILKSILVER. BUT THAT'S NOT 
YOUR. FAULT, 


Oe snk 
\\ 


CANT BE 6007. 


K 


Alt 1 ABOUT 
TO ADOPT A GIANT 
SPACE SERPENT? 


SHE'S A SASHIKO, 
ANO THINK SHE 1S ABOUT 
‘TO ADOPT YOU. 


MARSHAL, THIS 15 

SAREFF. SHE INSISTS WE 

CREATE A NEW WORK 
CATEGORY. 


SHE'S AN 
ATTORNEY. 


PER SECTION 
(ONE-ONE-EIGHT 


THERE IS A PRISON CAMP 
ON SHEWMIEL FIVE 

THE REALLY 
‘COLD ROCK OUT 
THERE, 


IF YOU HAVE PROOF THAT THE 
FOBOTT'R CREW OF SOULWARD HONOR 
FELL VICTIM 70 PIRACY 


THE PENALTIES 
INCLUDE AsseT 
FORFEITURE, 


THEN THOSE 
PRISONERS ARE 
SLAVES, 


AND IF I CAN FILE 
SOME MOTIONS, THEY WILL SOON 
(OWN SHEWMIEL FIVE, 


PER), THE MINES WEREN'T DAMAGED IN THE DISASTER 
BETWEEN THAT FACILITY AND KAEPU'S CONSTRUCTION 
PLATFORM, THIS LITTLE REFUGEE CITY CAN BE 
‘AREAL CITY IN A FEW WEEKS, 


BUT FILING MOTIONS WON'T HELP IF THE 
SLAVES AREN'T ABLE TO TESTIFY, AND THEY'RE HELO 
BY ARMED GUARDS WHO ARE AWARE OF THIS. 


J) You WANT us To CREATE 
‘A WORKGROUP FOR 
RESCUING SLAVES? 


IS THAT A PROBLEM? IT 
LOOKS LIKE SOME OF YOU 
KNOW HOW TO USE GUNS. 


THEY RENAMED THE GUNBOAT AND THEY DION'T EVEN Blohwoon Peri, Elf, and THINK THAT MEANS I'M 
PLANNED A MATOR SORTIE WITHOUT rr TELL me THEY WERE |) Schlack, gur most ‘racont FAILING AS A CAPTAIN, 
ASKING ME FOR PERHISSION. DOING TT. Shing of vichories rosa 
From people disobeying 
aur orders. 


But this is also 
how peopla succeed 
as paronts, 


Captain Tagan, 
may I spoak 
Frooly? 


THE ANSWER IS 
UMAYS YES, GUT ALMAYS 


Eventually the best Captain, tris 
you can da is sit back is Schlock. . 

‘and wait For tham ta panacea 
ask For help, B reere ve 


EIF says | need to do 
something with a dead stick but | 
don't know which stick is deac. J 


YOU AND ELF BROKE 
THAT SHIP MORE THAN JUST 
°ALITILE BIT." 1S USELESS 
TO US IF THERE'S A FIGHT. 


She told me there wouldn't BE 
a Fight because the Senate Fleet is going 
to get yelled at by the Senate, 


I helped her with the 

First ship, and then she took 

‘away my handbrain and used 
i For politics. 


SHE BOARDED AND 

TOOK THREE SHIPS. WHERE 

OID SHE FIND TIME TO CALL A 
BUNCH OF SENATORS? 


THOSE INBOUND FLEETS ARE STILL THO 
HOURS AWAY, TF PER)'S SORTIE IS FINISHED WE 
MIGHT STILL BE ABLE TO CUT AND RUN. 


Marshal Gugra For HELLO, CAPTAIN. RESCUE 


you, Captain. 


‘OUTSTANDING. 


TT SOUNDS LIKE IT WAS 
EXACTLY THE MILK RUN 
YOU SAID IT WOULD BE. 


SO IT WASN'T 
‘A MILK RUN? 


Bl PROPERLY PILOTED, THE MERCENARY WARSHIP BREATH WEAPON IS 


{AN 59 ON THE PLANET MERCENARY VESSEL CLASSIFICATION TABLE. CAPTAIN MURTAUGH, CAN 
bd Ee ees WE SEND A MESSAGE YET? 


_ 5 Weve Rea THe e066 OF 
1 WIHT AAT CANO Tene MD RNEASETON, 
Sect eens car pear 


Za PUTTING UP ITS OWN BUBBLE. 


‘A FIGHT HERE WOULD GO BADLY 

FOR CAPTAIN MURTAUGH. 
PICKETS LIKE THAT ARE USUALLY LEAD 
ELEMENTS IN BATTLEPLATE GROUPS, 


EVEN AT IT'S FIERCEST, HOWEVER, BREATH WEAPON WOULD BE OUTMATCHED 
BY A MODEST TRICORN-CLASS UNS. BATTLEPLATE, A Q7 ON THE TABLE, 


TO HAVE NOTICED A 
BATTLEPLATE, SORLIE. 


‘LEAD CLEMENT. 


SEE TeRAPORT 
SIGNATURE. 


‘THE BATTLEPLATE SHOEMAKER-LEVY ESCHEWS MODESTY. 


LIT ALSO ESCHEWS TRADITIONAL BATTLEPLATE DESIGNS. 


PLANET MERCENARY'S TAXONOMISTS WOULD RATE 
IT AT Q9e, BUT NONE OF THEM HAVE SEEN IT YET. 


DONE, WE'LL HAVE 
THE EMBASSY STAFF 
REPORT BACK 

TO THEIR 


BREATH WEAPON, 
THIS 1S SHOEMAKER-LEW. 


PLEASE LOWER YOUR 
TERAPORT SCREENS SO THAT 
WE MAY COLLECT THE EMBASSY 
YOU'RE CARRYING, 


THAT WON'T BE NECESSARY, 
BREATH WEAPON. WE HAVE 
EVERYTHING WE NEED. 


WE'RE GOING 
TO NEED SOME OF IT BACK. 


THEY TERAPORTED THEY INSTALLED OVERRIDES. THAT IS SOME SLICK BUT IT'S A TERRIBLE THING 

US DIRECTLY INTO ONE WE NO LONGER HAVE ENGINEERING, TO 90, AND I DON'T 

(OF THEIR ORYDOCKS? CONTROL OF OUR ADMIRE IT AT ALL. 
SHIP'S SYSTEMS. 


HYPERNODES ARE STILL TAMMED, 
WE HAVE NO WAY TO SEND 
YOUR MESSAGE 


Broadcast it | THE BROADCAST WON'T REACH 
via radio. OUTSIDE THE BATTLEPLATE. 


SO 1 TRANSMIT, AND THEN 
PRAY THAT HE'S LISTENING? 


TO Perey. 


Potoy has agents in 
all kinds of places. 
He'll hear you. 


Prayer is the right 
mataphor hora, yos. 


COMMODORE THLUMIRA, T 
THOUGHT THE SENATE FLEET was 
(DUE TO ARRIVE SHORTLY. 


On 
‘ea 


GUNS BLAZING, 
EVEN, THEY PROMISED 
‘TO SHOOT YOU. 


THE UUPLECHAN SENATE VERY 
RECENTLY DECIDED THAT THEIR OUTER UUPLECH 
DETACHMENT WOULD BE PUT TO BETTER USE ROUNDING UP 
"AND NEUTRALIZING THE UUPLECHAN PATRIOT ARMADA. 


GRUDGINGLY, TO BE SURE, 
BUT THERE WERE HUNDREDS OF 
UUPLECHAN SLAVES ON SHEWMIEL FIVE. 


ALSO VERY 
oIpLomatic, But 
TLL TAKE IT. 


YOUR MEDIA CAMPAIGN WAS BRILLIANT, 
AND THE VIDEO OF YOUR PEOPLE RESCUING 
THEIR PEOPLE WAS A MASTER STROKE, 


1AM A DIPLOMAT, 
YES, BUT YOU ARE CAPTAIN 
KAFE TAGON, AND THIS VICTORY 
HAS YOUR NAME ALL OVER IT. 


YOU'RE VERY DIPLOMATIC, 
COMMODORE. YOU DO REALIZE THAT THE 
MEDIA CAMPAIGN WASN'T MY WORK? 


Someone cane Herser \| 
REATHOTHER KATHLUIIRA 
WANTS TO GET WITH YOU 
T THINK SHE MloHT 
Ge IMPORTANT. 


HOW SOON CAN YOU BE ON 
DECK AT GRUULI'S LEGACY? 


TM UP TO My UPPER 
‘ARMPITS IN FRESH REFUGEES, 
CAPTAIN, 15 THIS IMPORTANT? 


eruuLrs Lecacy. [= 
WELCOME ABOARD, ez 
r GREATHOTHER KATHLUMIRA, 
1 AM CAPTAIN TAGON, AND 
THIS IS CAPTAIN FOXWORTHY. 


MARSHAL GUGRO 
WILL BE HERE 
SHORTLY. 


IS THAT wey 
YOU'RE HERE? 


DOES SHE HAVE THE TLUMNPH 
OF CLAN MOTHER SIRA TETLUMBRATHIZ 


IT IS A SINGULAR MASTERPIECE. 
THE RECOVERY AND SAFEKEEPING OF ALL 
SUCH RECORDS IS MY SACRED CHARGE. 


ARE THERE ANY SEVERAL OF THE PIRATES WORE 
MORE LIKE IT? THEM, BUT THEY WERE ALL TAKEN 
ABOARD MAXIM 39, AND LOST 
WHEN THAT VESSEL WAS. 
DESTROYED. 


‘THE PIRATES WERE TAKEN 
ABOARD THE SHIP WE LOST. 


THEIR TROPHIES WERE NOT. 


I COULD TELL THEY WERE 
IMPORTANT, SOT DITCHED most 
‘OF MY AMMO AND STOWED 
"EM IN MHY PRAGSUIT. 


CAPTAIN FORMORTHY, YOU SHE TOOK THREE ENEMY WARSHIPS 1 HAD SOME AMHO. 1 ALSO 
WILL BE REMEMBERED’ AS ‘AND TOPPLED & POLITICAL CABAL HAD A HUNGRY SERGEANT. 
A HERO FOR THE. TODAY, AND APPARENTLY SHE DID 

IT WITH NO AMAO. = 


SORRY, GREATMOTHER IF THEY WANT You 
THESE BELONG TO THE CREW TOUCHING 'EM, THAT'S 
OF SOULWARD HONOR. 


THEIR CALL, NOT MINE. 


RELAX, MARSHAL GUGRO, CAPTAIN 
FOXWORTHY HAS CORRECTLY PUT ME 
THAT IS NOT HOW YOu IN MY PLACE ON THIS MATTER, 
TALK TO GREATMOTHER 
KATHLUMIRA, 


WE CON'T WANT A 
DIPLOMATIC CRISIS. 


LOOKING AROUND, I THINK YOU 
MUST HAVE SPENT QUITE A GIT 
OF TIME ACQUIRING THINGS 
YOU DON'T WANT. 


THE GREATMOTHER 
SEEMS VERY WISE. 


ONE OF YOUR MATES, LAM ‘THE APPLICATION WAS FOR A CLAN |] ALSO, THE NUMBER OF NON-FOBOTTR 
SAM TANDERSIL, RECENTLY REVOKING OF SIX, AND AFTER REVIEWING THE JJ CLAN MEMBERS IS WELL ABOVE THE 
‘OBTAINED PROVISIONAL THAT, SPEECH YOU GAVE, I BELIEVE YOU'RE 7] LONG-STANDING, TRADITIONAL 
CLAN STATUS FOR ‘ON YOUR WAY TO SK THOUSAND. |} LIMIT OF *ZERO" 
YOUR FAMILY, 


q 


Va 


wiTH ALL OUE.ResPECT, TO aN UULEGHAN, A SASHIKO, OR A 
GREATROTHER, NONE OF J} uman,, BUT THE BONDS WE FORGE IN 
‘THE PEOPLE HERE NEED SHARED HAROSHIP WILL BE STRONGER 


YOUR PERMISSION TO 
START A FAMILY, THAN ANY BOND OF BLOOD. 


OR NOT-BLOOD. THIS IS 
A REALLY DIVERSE GROUP. 


PER) GUGRO... THE GREATEST CLAN IVE SECRETLY WAITED 
MOTHERS T'VE KNOWN HAVE A SINGLE DECADES FOR A CLAN 
MOTHER WHO COULD 
‘GROW BEYOND OUR 

TRADITIONS. 


THEIR POWER DIDN'T FLOW 

FROM POSITION, PROGENITORS, OR 

PROGENY. IT FLOWED FROM SHEER 
FORCE OF PERSONALITY. 


YOU'RE YOUNG, 
BUT YOU'LL BO. 


Tne OF Us ae S085 VER VERY SORRY 
Peal GuSRD 5 sea TaP=D 
15 A NEW ENG SF cos ROMER em ||]\ SNA ACA ln WE cab Ose 10 108 YOu 


SURE SHE'LL NEED HER FAMILY WITH HER 
TILL BE SORRY TO 


a 


WELCOME BACK, Eina-Aifa is 


We suborned the infosphere 
maintenance fabbers, and have sequestered 
Chinook in a shiny new annex. 


Mission 
accomplished! 


Hey, Petey! Hey 
Putzho-Prime! 


7” chinook’s Fost of It’s okay, though. We have trackers if ‘You KEEP 
fang guns is still on about half of them, and we captured SAYING “WE: 
every vessel in the vault. Even if Chinook 
somehow busts out of the Annex of 
Gentle Therapy, she won't be 
launching more spotters. 


Me, Tafa, and a 
few ancient Oafan data 
‘That couldn't be helped. Those vessels .. the ones who 
severed ties when we grabbed Chinook. igi the place. 


Speaking of which, they're 
quite cross with you and Tagon. 
‘They want their ships back. 


‘Okay, but we 
are keeping my 
new font. 


U About thirty of the Toughs, including all tha Fobott'r Jay e 


HOW ARE TAGON AND and both oF Para’s machanicel Friands, 
| THE OTHERS DOING? rolirad to Outer Wuplech, 


Breath Weapon was just swopt up by a 
carbon-class U5. battloplate, and that vossol 

has proven to be less... porous than most U5. 
Facilitios, sa I do not yot have Further information. 


Tagan, Schlock, and a Few others: DON'T BRING THEM HERE. I THINK THE ANDROMEDAN PA'ANURI ARE USING 
aboard Cynthatic Cartainty ara THE “RANDOM LONG GUN ATTACKS [ek A SALAKY-SIZED FIVE-CURVE TELESCOPIC ARRAY 
making their way here. DON'T LOOK RANDOM, 


TO WALK LONG GUN SHOTS ONTO YOUR 
GENERATOR'S CONTROL SYSTEMS. 


THE TIMING OF THE 
SHOTS SUGGESTS A 
NUMBER OF THINGS 
‘ABOUT THE WAY THEY 
WOHT BE... 


Toll ma mare about 
this “timing” thing. 


THE END... 


You've reached the end of 
Mandatory Failure, Schlock Mercenary Book |8 
but you have not yet reached the end of Schock 
‘Mercénary. There are still two more books coming. 


A Function of Firepower, Schlock Mercenary 
Book 19, begins with 'the very next strip... 


